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CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL
CHRISTIANSBURG, MONTGOMERY CO., VA.
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 12,2021 -7:00P.M.

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA. WAS HELD AT CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL, 100 EAST MAIN STREET,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA, ON JANUARY 12, 2021 AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor D. Michael Barber; Vice-Mayor Merissa Sachs; Samuel M.
Bishop; Johana Hicks; Steve Huppert; Henry Showalter; Bradford J. Stipes. ABSENT: None.

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Town Manager Randy Wingfield; Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren,
Town Attorney Reid Broughton; Clerk of Council Michele Stipes; Deputy Clerk of Council Tracy
Heinline; Police Chief Mark Sisson.

REGULAR MEETING
. CALLTO ORDER

A. Moment of Reflection.
B. Pledge of Allegiance.

Il. ADJUSTMENT OF THE AGENDA

Ill. PUBLIC HEARINGS

V. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes of December 8, 2020.

Councilman Stipes requested the minutes be amended to provide a change to section VIII, item
H under Discussion of Code of Ethics/Report from Town Attorney, pertaining to violation of 103
College Street. Mr. Stipes explained he would like the sentence to read Councilman Showalter
noted that both complaints had been received from a third party, and that it was typical for the
Town to follow up on zoning violation complaints.

. Monthly Bill List.

C. Contract approval for Bulk Storage Inc. in the amount of $197,700 to replace the roof
structures on two (2) storage buildings at public works, these are used for salt storage and
materials storage.
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D. Schedule public hearing on February 23, 2021 for a rezoning request by Gay and Neel, Inc.
(applicant), for an approximately 1.38 acre property owned by Depot Street Development LLC,
located at the intersection of Depot Street, N.E. and Harless Street, N.E. (tax map nos. 497-A-
288, 497-A-288A, 497-A-288C, 497-A-285, 497-A-286, 497-13-3, 497-13-1E). The request is to
rezone the property from B-3, General Business to R-3, Multi-Family Residential with proffers.
The property is designated as residential on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013
Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

E. Schedule public hearing on February 23, 2021 for two Conditional Use Permit requests by
Balzer & Associates, Inc., on behalf of SHAH Development, LLC (applicant/owner), for a 3.2
acre parcel located at 1145 West Main Street (tax map no. 556-A-39) in the B-3, General
Business District:

1. Aconditional use permit request for residential uses as permitted in the R-3, Multi-Family
Residential District. Residential uses as permitted in the R-3, Multi-Family Residential
District include single-family dwellings, two-family dwellings, townhouses, and multiple
family dwellings at a density of development of up to 20 units per acre.

2. A conditional use permit request for a proposed Planned Housing Development to consist
of single-family, two-family, and multiple-family dwellings at a density of development not
to exceed 7.8 units per acre.

The property is partially designated as Business/Commercial and partially designated as
Residential on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

Councilwoman Sachs made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda and amended minutes.
Councilwoman Hicks seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks —
Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

V. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

VI. CITIZEN COMMENTS

A. Ken White, 50 Weddle Way, presented a petition signed by 60 to 70 people against the new
development at Weddle Way. Mr. White referenced a map that showed the single-family
homes located on Windsong Lane and mentioned the concern of high density in that area. Mr.
White also referenced a second slide that showed Weddle Way and the proposed rezoning
development. He mentioned a concern of fire trucks being able to pass through and the
dangers of children waiting at bus stops and standing along the streets of Stafford Drive.

B. Greg Revin, 1970 Palmer Street, N.W., addressed Councilwoman Hicks and stated he was a
previous resident of 103 College Street. Mr. Revin explained he had previously paid rent to
Mrs. Hicks directly and to Summit Ridge Realty for the 103 College Street rental. Mr. Revin
said James Jackson from Jackson Enterprises along with Mr. and Mrs. Hicks harassed him and
disposed of his mail on multiple occasions while living at the property. Mr. Revin informed
Councilwoman Hicks her signature was on a legal trespassing notice that was left on his door
and he had received numerous phone calls from Mrs. Hicks asking him to vacate the unit.
Councilwoman Hicks responded to Mr. Revin and explained she was not aware of renting to
him and stated that her rental agreement had been with Mr. James Jackson of Jackson
Enterprises. She explained she was not aware of the illegal trespassing notice that was left on
his door until recently. Mrs. Hicks noted she did receive two hundred dollars in cash from Mr.
Revin on one occasion, but that was the only payment she received.
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C. Donna Thornton Roberts, business owner of Adventure Club and Grace-A-Child in
Christiansburg and Montgomery County. Mrs. Roberts expressed appreciation to Town
Council for participating in the CARES Act funds designated for childcare centers. Mrs. Roberts
stated her facility was the largest childcare provider in the county, had served over 2,400
children in the year 2020 and noted that the grant money had stabilized her business
operations.

D. Mary Ellen Campagna of 9 Overlook Drive, a retired journalist and teacher, expressed concern
with the lack of transit transportation in Christiansburg. Ms. Campagna stated that although
there was good affordable government subsidized housing in the Town of Christiansburg, the
citizens, especially the elderly and disabled, needed affordable and reliable transportation for
work, errands, and medical appointments. She explained the Blacksburg Transit system had
not been available to residents in Christiansburg since April 6 of 2020 and noted that even
though there had been a new bus shelter built at some point in the last year in front of
Christiansburg Bluff Apartments, residents had not been properly notified of the
transportation change. Ms. Campagna concluded that affordable and available transportation
is a right and a necessity of tax paying citizens.

Mayor Barber mentioned that a Blacksburg Transit meeting would be taking place on January
26th and hopefully there would be more information for the public soon. Councilwoman Hicks
guestioned MCEAP and the New River Community Action as an alternative to help the
residents who needed transportation. Ms. Campagna informed Council there was currently a
medical access bus that existed in Blacksburg but unfortunately it did not transport to or from
Christiansburg. Also, she mentioned the Go Anywhere bus service, noting it was very difficult
to reach a contact to schedule a ride. Councilman Stipes expressed that the Town of
Christiansburg is very committed to providing services like bus transportation to their citizens
and contributes greatly each year to the program. Mr. Stipes also mentioned that Virginia
Tech student fees help fund Blacksburg Transit along with state and federal grants that match
those fees in Blacksburg. Councilwoman Hicks questioned if Blacksburg Transit had provided
transit money back to the Town due to Covid-19. Town Manager Wingfield informed Mrs.
Hicks that Blacksburg Transit agreed to share their Covid-19 allocations and help fund the
increase to the Commuter Route services but the decision was made by the transit working
group to cut that service due to low ridership. Mr. Wingfield shared background from
Blacksburg Transit showing pre-pandemic ridership numbers and how those numbers had
dropped since the pandemic. He explained the transit working group has taken the reallocated
funds for services and placed that into the Go Anywhere program and try to expand that
instead. Mr. Wingfield touched on the difficulty of citizens contacting the Go Anywhere bus
service to schedule a ride and mentioned Mr. Fox from Blacksburg Transit was looking into
this issue. Mr. Wingfield expressed that even though the Commuter Route was suspended in
April of 2020 with the Covid situation, it was stopped on November 20t due to the low
ridership and added the intention was to revisit the Commuter Route when Virginia Tech
returned to more normal operations.

E. Charles Robins, 1720 Old Farm Village Road, expressed concern for the Blacksburg Transit
system not servicing the Commuter Route and the Blue and Gold Explorer routes since April
2020. Mr. Robins stated he had been informed that since the pandemic, it was a cleanliness
and social distance issue to have citizens on the buses. He noted there had not been an
outbreak from public transit anywhere that he could find. Mr. Robins also mentioned the bus
route schedule with Blacksburg Transit changes quite frequently and would like to see that
rectified when normal operations return. He expressed the buses before the pandemic were
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very full. Mr. Robins concluded that transit transportation was important to the citizens of
Christiansburg and would like Council’s help to bring the program back soon.

F. Rebecca Carr, previously resided at 7113 Falling Branch Road, addressed Councilwoman Hicks
as a follow-up on the discussion of rental issues. Ms. Carr expressed she had rented from
Councilwoman Hicks in 2019 and stated in October of that year she did not receive assistance
from Mrs. Hicks when her heating unit failed to work and had to wait three months for a
solution. Ms. Carr expressed during that time, she paid money to stay in a hotel. She
questioned Councilwoman Hicks if that was regular treatment for her tenants. Councilwoman
Hicks stated there was only one room without heat and she had brought her a small heater as
a substitution.

G. Virginia Pannabecker, 705 S. Main Street, Blacksburg, a member of the NRV community and
Virginia Organizing, a non-profit community organization that uplifts directly affected voices
to create change in Virginia. Ms. Pannabecker stated that many of her friends and work
colleagues that live in Christiansburg have expressed concern for the lack of transit
transportation and noted that specifically the park and ride bus stop at Exit 118 no longer had
bus service. She expressed that transportation in Christiansburg and surrounding counties is
vital and the citizens depend on it for employment, errands, and appointments. Ms.
Pannabecker urged Council to reinstate full transit services soon.

H. Megan Sheppard, 245 Gibson Drive, a member of Virginia Organizing, spoke on behalf of the
citizens that had been affected by the cancellation of bus services, particularly the Gold and
Blue Explorer routes in Christiansburg. Ms. Sheppard questioned who she needed to contact
concerning facilitating a meeting between Blacksburg Transit and the citizens. Councilwoman
Sachs expressed a meeting would be beneficial and that the Health Department could be
included since Covid19 was still a concern. Councilwoman Sachs stated she believed all
concerns were valid and would like to ensure it was healthy for everyone involved to return to
transit operations. Councilwoman Hicks noted the Covid-19 vaccine was becoming available to
residents of Christiansburg as well as transit drivers and hopefully that would be another step
closer to getting back to normal operations. Mrs. Hicks suggested Mr. Wingfield speak with
the Health Department and Blacksburg Transit about glass or plastic partitions on the buses to
separate riders. Mayor Barber inquired if Ms. Sheppard could be a source of contact for the
community to coordinate a meeting with Blacksburg Transit. Ms. Sheppard agreed to help
facilitate a meeting and mentioned Mr. Robins and Ms. Campagna would be great resources
to have at that meeting.

I.  Matt Hicks, 607 % S. Franklin Street, questioned Council concerning how much taxpayer
money had been spent/wasted on investigating 103 College Street. Mr. Hicks mentioned that
Town Council and the Town attorney had a large amount of documentation regarding College
Street and Summit Ridge Realty and if there were any further questions or concerns, they
could be directed to him. Mr. Hicks also mentioned he had offered for his attorney to speak to
the Town attorney concerning this situation. Town Attorney Broughton expressed he would
be happy to speak with the Hicks’ attorney if warranted. Councilwoman Sachs questioned Mr.
Hicks that she believed there had always been concern that 103 College Street was a
residence and the issue was that it was denied as such. Mr. Hicks explained that Summit Ridge
Realty rented to Jackson Enterprises who in turn rented it out to their employee, Mr. Revin,
and expressed that it was never said it wasn’t a residence. Mr. Hicks also noted that
Councilwoman Hicks had not personally accepted rent from Mr. Revin at any time.

Additional citizen comments were received via email and are recorded in the final minute book
for reference.
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VIl. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Stipes and Bishop — Street Committee Report/Recommendation:
1. Plat showing relocation of Lot Lines Between Lots 10, 11 & 12 of the H. M. Word
Subdivision prepared for A & D Sultan Home Rentals, LLC at 2945 Roanoke Street.

Councilman Stipes explained the Roanoke Street property had currently three parcels and
was zoned business and agricultural. Mr. Stipes explained there was a grandfathered use for
the current manufactured homes on the property and there would not be an increase of
homes for that section of the parcel. Mr. Stipes reported the property owner would be re-
dividing the property to create a business parcel in the front, a driveway leaving access to
the manufactured homes in the middle and an agricultural parcel in the rear to possibly be
used for a future single-family home.

Councilman Stipes made a motion to approve the plat relocation on Roanoke Street.
Councilwoman Sachs seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye;
Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

2. Subdivision Plat for NRV Marketplace, LLC showing “Parcel H” being a portion of Tax
Map Number 436-5-1 situated on Market Street NE.

Councilman Stipes referenced the plat which included a subdivision that had five parcels
previously approved by Council in August of 2020. Mr. Stipes noted the developer did not
record the plat for those parcels due to changes in the plans and after sixty days it had
expired. Mr. Stipes explained the request is now to just divide out parcel H instead and the
rest of the property would continue to develop soon. Councilwoman Hicks mentioned she
had been by this area and was pleased the development was progressing, but she had
concerns about the streets and questioned if there would be sufficient access to the
businesses. Councilman Stipes expressed that the ingress and egress of the property was
greatly improved and once the development was built out the flow of traffic and pedestrian
access should function properly and safely. Mr. Wingfield mentioned that Market Street
would remain private and the connector coming off the entrance in the rear and would
connect to Market Street. Mr. Wingfield also mentioned anyone that wanted to see the
development plan could visit Town Hall. Steve Semones with Balzer and Associates
informed Council the developer was excited to get started on the Marketplace project and
was working hard to make sure there was ample access for vehicles throughout the
development.

Councilman Stipes made a motion to approve the plat for the NRV Marketplace under
Committee Reports. Councilwoman Sachs seconded the motion and Council voted as
follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes —
Aye.

VIIl. DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Rezoning request by Balzer and Associates, Inc., on behalf of RWW36, LLC (applicant), for an
approximately 4.306 acre property owned by Mary Maxie Jewell Trust, Mary Stewart, Janet
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Epperly, Bill Jewell, Trustees, located west of Weddle Way, N.W. (tax map no. 435-A-13).
The request is to rezone the property from R-1A, Rural Residential to R-2, Two-Family
Residential with proffers in order to create 7 two-family dwelling lots for a total of 14 units
as well as a lot designated for stormwater management. The property is designated as
Residential on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

Town Manager Wingfield noted that all of Council had a copy of the most recent revised
proffer statement that had been presented on Weddle Way property to include the 14
single-family units. Councilwoman Hicks expressed appreciation to Mr. White for coming
out and being heard. Mayor Barber called for a motion and Councilman Stipes made a
motion to adopt the recommendation of the Planning Commission approving the rezoning.
Councilwoman Sachs seconded the motion to open discussion by Council. Mr. Stipes
expressed he had concern in the beginning of the new development fitting in with the
existing single-story homes, but he now believes it’s an appropriate development. Mr. Stipes
had read all the comments from the community and mentioned there were no concerns for
the size of the homes. He had also reached out to the developer and questioned the
building of duplexes instead of single-family detached homes. The developer felt the
duplexes had more of a green appearance like Slate Creek Commons next to it.
Councilwoman Sachs expressed reservations concerning the sixty citizens that had concerns
and the last-minute updated proffer Council had before them. Ms. Sachs advised Council to
delay the vote on Weddle Way for citizens to have a chance to review the updated proffer.
Mr. Semones from Balzer and Associates explained the late proffer was due to clarifying
some of the discussions that had recently been made with the developer. Mr. Semones also
noted there would be a two-car garage and there would be ample space for families to park
vehicles in their driveways and not along the street. Councilman Stipes expressed to Council
that if the decision was to delay the vote for rezoning of Weddle Way, he would support
that and withdraw his previous motion. He did express that the comments he read did not
pertain to the single-story verses the multi-story homes being built. Councilwoman Sachs
encouraged Council to delay the vote on this development until the next Council meeting
and give the concerned citizens time to look over the updated proffer. Councilwoman Hicks
provided the proffer statement to Mr. White to share with the community. Mayor Barber
expressed appreciation for all the public input and comments on this specific item but noted
there should be fewer public comments concerning Weddle Way next time.

After discussion Councilman Stipes rescinded his motion to approve the rezoning of Weddle
Way and instead made a motion to move the vote until the next Town Council meeting on
January 26™. Councilwoman Sachs seconded the motion and Council voted as follows:
Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

Ordinance to amend Chapter 42, “Zoning” of the Christiansburg Town Code for the purpose
of clarifying the allowance of structural projections such as awnings, canopies, roof eaves,
gutters, architectural features, porches, and decks into minimum required yards.

Councilwoman Hicks expressed full support from the Planning Commission and made a
motion to approve the ordinance to amend Chapter 42 “Zoning” of the Christiansburg Town
Code. Councilman Huppert seconded this motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop —
Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.
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C. Approve Budget Amendment #2 resolution to accept state funding for utility debt relief up
to $69,900 for water and sewer charges and provide up to $9,000 in general fund moneys to
provide relief for storm water, solid waste, and miscellaneous charges.

Finance Director Valerie Tweedie called in to the Council meeting via phone concerning the
budget amendment approval for any questions. Mrs. Tweedie mentioned to Council there
had been a new update and that the period for the utility debt relief would be extended to
December 31, 2021. Mrs. Tweedie explained the Town was allocated the funds along with
the Town of Blacksburg and the CARES Act would be re-divided with Blacksburg soon. Mrs.
Tweedie recommended using the numbers that were reflected on the resolution now and
then revisit those numbers again and bring the information back to Council. Councilwoman
Hicks inquired how many applications were received for the utility debt relief and Mr.
Wingfield answered there had been 156 and that 52 were not eligible for debt relief.

Councilwoman Sachs made a motion to approve the budget amendment #2 resolution to
accept state funding for utility debt relief. Councilman Bishop seconded the motion and
Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter
— Aye; Stipes — Aye.

D. Approve Budget Appropriation #2 resolution.

Councilwoman Sachs made a motion to approve the budget appropriation #2 resolution.
Councilwoman Hicks seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks
— Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

E. Discussion of Code of Ethics/Revised Report from Town Attorney.

Town Attorney Reid Broughton reported to Council on the 103-B College Street zoning issue.
Mr. Broughton referenced a letter Council had been provided addressed to Mr. Revin.
Councilwoman Hicks expressed to Town Council that she felt that regarding the information
being provided today that there was a failure of due process. Councilman Stipes questioned
if the letter was a termination of a rental agreement. Councilwoman Hicks mentioned it was
a private matter and she informed Council her husband, Matt Hicks put the letter on Mr.
Revin’s door in order to legally evict him and take him to court. Mrs. Hicks expressed her
desire to see this matter dropped. Mayor Barber expressed to Council the need for this
Code of Ethics item to be handled soon and noted it could be pushed to the next meeting or
dropped. He also noted Council had options and could fine a Town Council member,
sanction a member or vote to have a member removed. Mayor Barber recommended to
add the Code of Ethics item to the second meeting in February agenda so the matter could
be resolved. Councilwoman Hicks informed Council she would like to bring back the
Roanoke Street property issues as well. Councilman Bishop expressed he felt the matter
should be dropped and Council had all the information they needed on the zoning issue at
College Street. Councilwoman Sachs expressed concern that if Mr. Revin rented from
Jackson Enterprises as an employee and maintained the residence then why would he not
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pay his rent to Jackson Enterprises. Councilwoman Hicks informed Council the payments
were from Mr. Jackson, not Mr. Revin.

IX. STAFF REPORTS
A. Town Manager

Mr. Wingfield reported to Council on the N. Franklin Street - Peppers Ferry Road Connector
Route that would connect beside the Food Lion plaza on N. Franklin Street at the new signal,
to Peppers Ferry Road at the park property aligning with Quin W. Stuart Boulevard. Mr.
Wingfield noted the connector route needed to be named and stated that a naming contest
had been mentioned previously or a Council vote as they had the authority to name streets.
Mr. Wingfield stated that he would desire to leave the segment between N. Franklin Street
and Oak Tree Boulevard as Patricks Way at this time to avoid confusion, but that he would
want a different name for the portion being constructed off Peppers Ferry Road adjoining the
park, which would be the name for the whole route upon completion. Councilman Stipes
proposed to Council the name Booker T. Washington Parkway since part of the connector
route is located on what was the former Christiansburg Institute property and noted Public
Relations Director Melissa Demmitt came up with the name. Mr. Stipes also read an excerpt on
Booker T. Washington, founder of the Tuskegee Institute, who became adviser to
Christiansburg Institute in 1896 and implemented a curriculum similar to that at Tuskegee.
Councilwoman Hicks and Councilman Huppert expressed agreement for the new name of
Booker T. Washington Parkway.

Councilman Stipes made a motion to name the Connector Road Booker T. Washington
Parkway. Councilwoman Hicks seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop —
Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Nay; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

Councilman Stipes also mentioned naming the new park as Heroes Park and that future Town
Councils can decide who the heroes are and memorialize sports figures, military service
leaders and civil rights leaders, etc. Mayor Barber noted he would like to table the naming of
the park at this time and focus on the connector route naming.

Town Manager Wingfield also reported the dialogue on race has been rescheduled to February
13™ at 10:00 a.m. Mr. Wingfield also reported he had a request from a Council member for a
presentation on the processes for conditional use permits, rezoning and proffers from the
attorneys. Also there had been a request from Council to report on how much of the Town’s
money had been spent and staff time spent on 103-B College Street and Roanoke Street. Mr.
Wingfield will report back to Council on these matters.

B. Town Attorney
No reports

C. Other Staff
No reports
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X.  COUNCIL REPORTS

A. Councilman Huppert informed Council they each had a letter from him at their seats
concerning Council meetings and establishing a better decorum. Mr. Huppert stated he would
like Council to look over the letter and give him feedback. Mayor Barber asked Council to give
feedback by the first meeting in February. Mr. Huppert also informed Town Council that Brian
Tickle, Manager of Walmart had retired from Wal-Mart after 31 years. Mr. Huppert would like
it noted that Mr. Tickle had done so much for the Town of Christiansburg community. Mayor
Barber mentioned writing a letter that all Town Council could sign and presenting it to Mr.
Tickle. Mr. Huppert also reported on the letter he had written to the Roanoke Times
concerning the CARES Act funding and how the Town had used that money to support
different businesses. Mr. Huppert wanted the public to know the CARES Act money had been
well spent in different areas. Mr. Huppert also touched on the concerns of the events at the
Capital in Washington, D.C. last week and mentioned his hope that the Town of
Christiansburg never reaches that point. Councilman Huppert encouraged Town Council to
remain professional at all times.

B. Councilman Bishop, no report.

C. Councilwoman Sachs reported on the Arts Advisory Board and mentioned the board has
decided to work on the tasks at hand and would not be adding any new items.

D. Councilwoman Hicks encouraged citizens to support local businesses at this time during the
pandemic and to shop small and shop local. Mayor Barber mentioned speaking with the
Public Relations department to see if something could be put out to remind residents to shop
local. Councilwoman Hicks expressed the cheer the decorated windows brought to everyone
and hoped the businesses would continue to spread that cheer throughout the year 2021.
Mrs. Hicks also expressed hopes for all of Council to be able to work together this upcoming
year.

E. Councilman Stipes, no report.
F. Councilman Showalter, no report.
G. Mayor Barber reminded Council of the financial disclosure forms that are due on February 1,
2021.
XI.  OTHER BUSINESS

A. Re-organization for the Year 2021.:
1. Election of Vice-Mayor.

Councilman Huppert made a motion to nominate Councilman Bishop to serve as Vice-Mayor
for the year 2021. Mr. Huppert expressed that Councilman Bishop had been on Council for
five years and was also retired and felt he could step in easily if the Mayor was absent for
any reason. Councilman Showalter seconded the motion and Council voted as follows:
Bishop — Abstain; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.
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2. Setregular meeting dates and times of Council.

Councilman Showalter made a motion to keep regular meeting dates and times of Council as
the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. for year 2021.

Councilman Huppert seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks
— Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

3. Council appointment to Committees by Mayor Barber:
a. Water and Waste Committee (formerly Water, Sewer, Solid Waste, and Stormwater

Committee): Sachs, Showalter

Street Committee: Bishop, Stipes

Finance Committee: Showalter, Stipes

Emergency Services Committee: Bishop, Huppert

Central Business District Committee: Bishop, Sachs

Public Health and Welfare Committee — Ad hoc

Council on Human Relations Committee — Ad hoc

@~+oo0 o

Mayor Barber stated that these are his suggestions for these committees, which are mayoral
appointments, though he would want concurrence from Council. Councilman Showalter
made a motion to approve the already appointed members to the committees for the year
2021. Councilman Huppert seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop —
Aye; Hicks — Nay; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

4. Appointment as representative to the Aquatics Advisory Board and the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Commission.

Mayor Barber nominated Councilman Huppert for both the Aquatics Advisory Board and Parks
and Recreation Advisory Commission. Councilman Showalter made a motion to appoint
Councilman Huppert to both committees. Councilman Stipes seconded the motion and
Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Nay; Huppert — Abstain; Sachs — Aye;
Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

5. Appointment as representative to the Planning Commission.
Councilman Stipes expressed to Council he had served on the Planning Commission previously
for seven years and believed since there are currently nine members, the Planning Commission
could operate independently from Town Council and a liaison would not be needed. Mayor
Barber mentioned there was nothing in the Town Charter that said the Town had to have a
Council representative appointed to the Planning Commission. Councilwoman Hicks
guestioned her involvement on the Planning Commission and other appointed committees
and inquired why she wouldn’t be reappointed. Mayor Barber informed Mrs. Hicks he felt
there had been issues with her as an appointed liaison, especially on the Parks and Recreation
Advisory Commission, and stated he felt she had attacked and chastised other committee
members at meetings and on social media. Mayor Barber further commented Councilwoman
Hicks had not shown that she could be a liaison on any commissions thus far. Councilwoman
Hicks stated a Town Councilmember could be a liaison but a non-voting member. Mayor
Barber informed Mrs. Hicks she could still attend Planning Commission meetings and speak
during the public comments portion of those meetings.
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Councilman Stipes made a motion to not appoint a Town Council representative to the
Planning Commission. Councilman Showalter seconded the motion and Council voted as
follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Nay; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes —
Aye.

B. Closed Meeting:

1. Councilman Bishop made a motion to enter into a Closed Meeting under Virginia Code § 2.2-
3711(A)(1), for the discussion, consideration, or interviews of prospective candidates for
employment; assignment, appointment, promotion, performance, demotion, salaries,
disciplining, or resignation of specific public officers, appointees, or employees of any public
body. The Closed Meeting is being held for discussion of personnel, specifically the
appointment of officers for the year 2021. Councilwoman Hicks seconded the motion and
Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter —
Aye; Stipes — Aye.

2. Reconvene in Open Meeting.

3. Certification.
Councilman Bishop moved to certify that the Town Council of the Town of Christiansburg,
meeting in Closed Meeting, to the best of each member’s knowledge, discussed only the
matters lawfully exempt from open meeting requirements by Virginia Law and only such
matters as are identified in the Resolution to enter into Closed Meeting. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Showalter seconded the motion and Council voted as follows:
Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

4. Council action on the matters.

C. Appointment of Officers:
1. Town Manager

Councilman Showalter made a motion to reappoint Randy Wingfield as Town Manager.
Councilman Bishop seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks
— Aye; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

Councilman Stipes made a motion to provide Mr. Wingfield with a four percent raise
effective immediately. Councilwoman Sachs seconded the motion and Council voted as
follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Nay; Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes —
Aye.

Mr. Stipes would like it noted for the public that Mr. Wingfield had not received an increase
in the last two and a half years and had served the Town remarkably, in the last year
especially. Councilwoman Hicks expressed she felt Mr. Wingfield had performed well as
Town Manager but she could not support the increase of pay during this time of a
pandemic.
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2. Finance Director/Treasurer
3. Police Chief
4. Clerk of Council

Councilman Stipes made a motion to appoint Tracy Heinline as Clerk of Council. Councilman
Sachs seconded the motion and Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye;
Huppert — Aye; Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

5. Town Attorney

Mayor Barber asked for a motion to reappoint Finance Director/Treasurer Valerie Tweedie,
Police Chief Mark Sisson, and Town Attorney Sands Anderson PC by acclamation.
Councilman Showalter made a motion for the above and the motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Sachs. Council voted as follows: Bishop — Aye; Hicks — Aye; Huppert — Aye;
Sachs — Aye; Showalter — Aye; Stipes — Aye.

Councilwoman Hicks expressed thanks to Finance Director/Treasurer Valerie Tweedie for a job
well done, especially concerning the budget. Mrs. Hicks also thanked Police Chief Mark Sisson
and expressed that it had been an interesting year and she hoped 2021 would be better.
Councilman Bishop thanked Chief Sisson for everything his department had done this year and
Mayor Barber added that the police officers at the PD had awarded Chief Sisson with an Officer
of the Year award. Councilman Showalter expressed thanks for the professionalism and
leadership in both the police department and finance department. Councilman Huppert
expressed appreciation to all Town staff and felt the staff had great leaders to guide them.

Xll.  ADJOURN
There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Barber adjourned the meeting at
10:18 P.M.

Upcoming meetings of Council:
January 26, 2021, 7:00 P.M. — Regular Meeting

February 9, 2021, 7:00 P.M. — Regular Meeting

Tracy Heinline, Clerk of Council D. Michael Barber, Mayor





