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CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL
CHRISTIANSBURG, MONTGOMERY CO., VA.
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 23, 2022 - 7:00 P.M.

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA. WAS HELD AT CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL, 100 EAST MAIN STREET,
CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA, ON AUGUST 23, 2022, AT 7:00 P.M.

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor D. Michael Barber; Vice-Mayor Henry Showalter; Samuel M. Bishop;
Johana Hicks; Tanya Hockett; Casey Jenkins; Tim Wilson

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Town Manager Randy Wingfield; Town Attorney Reid Broughton; Executive
Assistant/Clerk of Council Tracy Heinline; Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren; Finance Director
Valerie Tweedie; Public Works Director Jim Lancianese; Superintendent of Public Works, Streets Travis
Moles; Chief of Police Mark Sisson; Engineering Director Mike Kelley; Public Relations Director Christina
Edney

REGULAR MEETING

CALL TO ORDER
A. Moment of Reflection
B. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Jenkins.

II.  ADJUSTMENT OF THE AGENDA

No adjustment of the agenda.

(. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Resolution for Boundary Adjustment of 5.57 acres located on Houchins Road, N.E. to
become unincorporated Montgomery County

Christine Waltz, 1370 Rigby Street, expressed her concern with the boundary adjustment
at Houchins Road and questioned how this would benefit the residents of Christiansburg.
Mrs. Waltz questioned the loss of property tax and revenue for the Town due to the land
becoming unincorporated and asked how this benefited the citizens of Christiansburg.
Mayor Barber noted that this boundary adjustment had been brought before Council at
the request of the owners of the Houchins Road property.
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John Neel, Foresight Design Services, addressed Council and touched on several key
points concerning the boundary request. Mr. Neel explained that the portion of the
property nearest Roanoke Street had received uncontrolled fill over the years and the
hope was to align the corporate boundary line closer to the base of the control fill. Mr.
Neel explained this would place the proposed corporate boundary line on the overall
property to allow for future development on the right and left sides of the proposed
corporate line. He expressed that the property with the uncontrolled fill was at an upper
elevation that could eventually access the sanitary sewer in the Industrial Park which
goes to the Teel Street pumpstation. Mr. Neel added the other portion of the property
was at a lower level and could be accessed through gravity sewer to tie in at the Walnut
Creek housing subdivision located within the County and explained the sewer that goes
to the Walnut Creek pumpstation was County sewer. Mr. Neel noted that bringing all the
property into the Town would be an excess of work because of sewer service and that
could require building another pump station. He explained that a subdivision plat had
been submitted to the Town and the County to adjust the property boundary line with
the proposed corporate boundary line adjustment.

V. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Approval of Minutes of August 9, 2022 and August 15, 2022
B. Monthly Bill List
C. Resolution recognizing September 4 — 10, 2022 as National Suicide Prevention Week

Councilwoman Hicks made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented,
seconded by Councilman Jenkins. Town Council voted as follows: Councilman Bishop —
Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye; Councilwoman Hockett — Aye; Councilman Jenkins —
Aye; Councilman Showalter — Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

V. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

A. Downtown Christiansburg Inc. to request street closure for the Food Truck Rodeo on
Saturday, October 1, 2022 from 12:00 p.m. until 11:00 p.m. for W. Main Street (from
Franklin Street to Dunkley Street) and Hickok Street (from Commerce Street to First
Street)

Elli Travis, Downtown Christiansburg Inc., referenced a map of downtown Christiansburg
and explained to Council how the requested street closures would accommodate the 17
food truck vendors at the upcoming Food Truck Rodeo. Ms. Travis added that several
small business sponsors would have tents set up at the event as well. She noted that DCI
had worked closely with the Town to remain under the special event grant budget and
was looking forward to a great event.
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Councilwoman Hicks made a motion to approve the request for street closure for the
Food Truck Rodeo on Saturday, October 1, 2022, seconded by Councilman Showalter.

Councilman Bishop inquired if a vote was needed from Council at this time and noted
that generally Council waits two weeks to vote and would like to stay consistent with
that. Councilman Wilson agreed with Mr. Bishop and expressed that it is important to
stay consistent and give the public sufficient time to express any questions or concerns
concerning a request.

Councilman Showalter and Councilwoman Hicks withdrew their earlier motions and
Council agreed to wait two weeks for a vote.

B. EliTravis of Downtown Christiansburg, Inc. to present on programs and operations

Elli Travis, Downtown Christiansburg Inc. (DCI), presented to Council their organization’s
vision of downtown Christiansburg and how they were formed. Ms. Travis explained that
DCl was a volunteer-led organization, and their programs primarily help downtown
businesses and property owners achieve their full potential. She spoke about the Great
Little Park on Main; a project supported by a $3,000 grant from RALLY Southwest Virginia
for a small-scale project to strengthen community leadership and explained that the
community park was located on West Main Street in Christiansburg. Ms. Travis touched
on the Downtown Christiansburg Inc. newsletter and how the newsletter promotes DCl’s
events downtown. Ms. Travis noted that DCl works closely with several partners in
planning events, stormwater beautification, and several non-profit partners such as
United Way and MCEAP.

VI.  CITIZEN COMMENTS

Chris Waltz, 1370 Rigby Street, expressed his appreciation to Council for their efforts
concerning Community Support Grants and explained he enjoyed seeing Council working
together.

VIl.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
A. Bishop and Hockett — Street Committee Report/Recommendation

1. Plat Showing Right-of-Way Vacation and Easement Dedication on a Portion of
North Franklin Street at the intersection of Akers Farm Road, NE at Summit
Community Bank, 100 Akers Farm Road, NE

Councilman Bishop explained to Council that in the year 2020 the Town had
vacated a portion of the right-of-way adjoining Summit Bank and the plat
formerly recognizes the vacation of land to the bank and provides the vacated
area with a public utility and easement dedication to the Town.
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Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the recommendation by the
Street Committee of the plat showing right-of-way vacation and easement
dedication, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Town Council voted as follows:
Councilman Bishop — Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye; Councilwoman Hockett —
Aye; Councilman Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter — Aye; Councilman Wilson
— Aye.

Plat Showing Subdivision and Dedication of Public Utility and Sanitary Sewer
Easements for Tax Map No. 435-((A)) 43 at the Red Robin Restaurant at 105
Peppers Ferry Road (2 lots)

Councilman Bishop explained that the above lot belonged to an individual
property owner and would add a lot line within the area to create a second lot to
allow future development of an oil change business. Mayor Barber questioned if
this request affected the Red Robin property and the required parking spaces for
their business. Assistant Town Manager Warren explained that with the
subdivision they would still maintain the minimum number of spaces per Town
Code. He noted that he believed there is still a shared parking agreement
between the owners of the Red Robin parcel and Uptown Christiansburg parcel.
Councilwoman Hicks questioned if there would be sidewalks on the property. Mr.
Warren explained that currently sidewalks were not required since there were
existing sidewalks along Peppers Ferry Road.

Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the recommendation by the
Street Committee of the plat showing subdivision and dedication of public utility
and sanitary sewer easements, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Town
Council voted as follows: Councilman Bishop — Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye;
Councilwoman Hockett — Aye; Councilman Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter
— Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

Plat Showing Property Line Vacation and Replat of Portion of Public of Utility
Easement for Tax Map Nos. 434-((1)) 2 and 434-((1)) 1 at the intersection of
Peppers Ferry Road and Dudley Drive NW at 1210 Peppers Ferry Road

Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren explained to Council that there were
currently two parcels, both owned by the same property owner, and they
wanted to vacate the center lot line and become one parcel. He noted there was
a public utility easement that runs down the middle of the property line that
would be relocated. Councilwoman Hicks asked who created the parcels. Mr.
Wingfield explained that the parcels were part of the Belmont Farms Subdivision
and it had been common practice to have easements centered on the lot lines
with a subdivision for future public utility use.

Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the recommendation by the
Street Committee of the plat showing property line vacation and replat of
portion of public of utility easement, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Town
Council voted as follows: Councilman Bishop — Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye;
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Councilwoman Hockett — Aye; Councilman Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter
— Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

4. Plat of Subdivision for Town Water Tank located on Diana Drive, N.W. (Tax Parcel
525 —((A)) —4) (2 lots)

Mr. Warren explained that this was an area of the Kensington Subdivision that
had not been subdivided and noted that this plat would create one lot for
potential relocation for the mentioned Town water tank. Mr. Warren noted that
the purchase of the land located on Diana Drive would be up for discussion later
in the agenda.

Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the recommendation by the
Street Committee of the plat of subdivision for Town water, seconded by
Councilwoman Hockett. Town Council voted as follows: Councilman Bishop —
Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye; Councilwoman Hockett — Aye; Councilman
Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter — Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

5. Roadside memorial signs criteria and application process

Councilwoman Hockett expressed to Council that a request for a roadside
memorial sign in Town had been received and that currently the Town did not
have an application process for these sign requests. The request was from a
family member of a resident who had been in a fatal car accident in Town earlier
in the year. Mrs. Hockett explained that several Town staff had produced an
application and the Town'’s Street Committee made a couple changes to defining
immediate family members and how that is determined. Mayor Barber explained
that these signs would stay up for 2 years and then would be taken down but did
add that there could be a request for a 1-year extension. Councilwoman Hockett
added that the applicant covers the cost of the memorial sign as well as the
installation.

Councilwoman Hockett made a motion to approve the roadside memorial signs
criteria and application process, seconded by Councilwoman Hicks. Town Council
voted as follows: Councilman Bishop — Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye;
Councilwoman Hockett — Aye; Councilman Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter
— Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

VIIL. DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Purchase of 0.363 acres of Tax Parcel 525 — ((A)) — 4 (Parcel ID 028638) located on Diana
Drive, N.W. shown as New Parcel on “Plat of Subdivision for Town Water Tank located on
Diana Drive, N.W. (Tax Parcel 525 — ((A)) — 4)” for $63,000 for replacement of a Town
water tank

Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the purchase of 0.363 acres located on
Diana Drive, N.W., seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Town Council voted as follows:
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Councilman Bishop — Aye; Councilwoman Hicks — Aye; Councilwoman Hockett — Aye;
Councilman Jenkins — Aye; Councilman Showalter — Aye; Councilman Wilson — Aye.

B. Discussion of meeting with Montgomery County

Town Manager Wingfield reported that emergency services, including school resource
officers, recreational services, and economic development were discussed at the meeting
with Montgomery County. Mayor Barber explained that the Town has requested the
County pay half for a new Fire and Rescue building on Roanoke Street that was designed
as a five-bay building with three bays for Fire and two bays for Rescue. He noted that the
County wishes to staff the Rescue building with their paid staff. Mr. Barber added that it
was suggested that the Town finance the emergency services building, and the County
reimburse the Town one half of the investment in principal payment every year. He
noted that the County seemed receptive with the discussion but there was not a
commitment thus far. Mayor Barber added that the emergency building would benefit
both the Town and the County residents and stated that both Rescue and Fire would be
closer to the citizens for emergency calls.

Mayor Barber spoke about the discussion of school resource officers and that the Town
has asked the County for $265,000 in order to cover salaries and benefits for the three
current resource officers. Mr. Barber also noted that the Town asked the County for
future costs to be covered for any future resource officers as well.

Mayor Barber also added that the Town had asked for that the County allocate a specific
amount of recreation money to come back to the Towns every year for recreational
expenses. Mr. Barber added that the Town had also inquired about economic
development in the areas in the Industrial Park.

Councilman Showalter asked about a timeline for a final commitment from the County.
Mayor Barber answered that it should be within the next couple weeks and added that
preliminary research had been done for the emergency services building and he felt that
there was good support for funding for resource officers. Councilwoman Hicks added
that she would like to see the Town be a part of the County’s agenda in the near future.

IX. ~ STAFF REPORTS
A. Town Manager

Mr. Wingfield reported that the Montgomery Board of Supervisors was considering
lowering the personal property tax assessment due to the significant increase in vehicle
values. Mr. Wingfield explained that the Town uses the County assessment for personal
property and noted the Town assessment is a rate of .45 cents per one hundred dollars in
assessed value. He explained that the County is proposing to lower the assessment, not
the rate, which means Town Council would not need to act but the Town would receive
less funds. Councilwoman Hicks questioned how much the Town would lose if the
assessments were lowered. Mr. Wingfield explained that it would be roughly last year’s
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receipts since vehicles prices have gone up in the last year. Mr. Wingfield stated there
was no need for Council action at this time, but that he thought they should be aware.

Mr. Wingfield also reported that the Dialogue on Race would be held Saturday, August 27
from 4-6 p.m.

Mr. Wingfield included in his report that the previously discussed water tank at Diana
Drive had been mentioned as a possible branding opportunity and asked Council to think
about a custom design. Councilwoman Hicks wondered if it would be appropriate for the
Public Arts Advisory Committee to possibly provide the funds for a design.

B. Town Attorney —no report.

C. Other Staff — no report.

COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilman Showalter reported that at a previous Council meeting he had talked about the Eagle
Scouts that had worked on projects within the Town. He noted that lan Abbott worked on
building a picnic shelter at the new Christiansburg Huckleberry Park, John Fox has worked on
building a gazebo that will be put in place near the Hilltop Pavilion at the new park, and Paulos
Gorzycki will be building a storage shed and holding area for sports equipment at Depot Park.
Councilman Showalter also noted that he would like to retrieve the names and recognize other
scout members for projects that they have done for the Town of Christiansburg.

Councilman Bishop - no report.

Councilwoman Hicks reported that the Central Business Committee would meet August 24" at 12
p.m.

Councilwoman Hocket — no report.

Councilman Wilson reported that both the Regional Commission and Sustainability Committee
would meet this upcoming week.

Councilman Jenkins reported that at the Central Business Committee meeting the committee
would discuss the facade grants applications.

Mayor Barber reported that the Montgomery Museum of Art & History had hosted a great
Heritage Day downtown event Saturday and noted it was well attended.

OTHER BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT
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There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Barber adjourned the meeting at
8:10 p.m.

X{ ladi ko2 Burbde

Tracy Heinling, Clerk of Council D. Michael Barber, Mayor




