
AGENDA 

REGULAR MEETING OF TOWN COUNCIL 
CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL 

100 EAST MAIN STREET 
JULY 11, 2023 – 7:00 P.M. 

(The meeting will be in-person and streamed on YouTube Live) 

The meeting will be streamed live on the Town of Christiansburg’s YouTube page at 
www.christiansburg.org/YouTube and will remain on the Town’s YouTube page once the meeting 
concludes. 

If you do not want or cannot attend the meeting in-person, there are several contactless methods for 
submitting public comment. To submit public comments, please visit 
www.christiansburg.org/publichearings.  You may also leave a voicemail with your comments at 540-
382-6128, ext. 1109; mail a letter to Town Hall, ATTN: Town Council, 100 E. Main Street, Christiansburg,
VA 24073; use the drop box to the left of the front doors at Town Hall to leave a letter; or email
info@christiansburg.org.  Regardless of the method you use, please include your full name and address
with your comments.  Please provide comments prior to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 11, 2023, for the
comments to be distributed to Town Council before the meeting.

REGULAR MEETING 

I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Moment of Reflection

B. Pledge of Allegiance

II. ADJUSTMENT OF THE AGENDA

http://www.christiansburg.org/YouTube
http://www.christiansburg.org/publichearings
mailto:info@christiansburg.org


III. PUBLIC HEARINGS

A. Conditional Use Permit request by Burch Properties LLC, property owner, and Kevin Lagos, 
lessee, to allow a public billiard parlor and poolroom on the property located at 1635 N. 
Franklin Street (Tax Parcel 466 – ((A)) – 20C; Parcel ID 013214) zoned B-3 General 
Business.  The property is designated as Business/Commercial on the Future Land Use Map 
of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

B. Rezoning request by Summit Community Bank, Inc., property owner, to rezone the property 
located at 100 Akers Farm Road (Tax Parcel 466 – ((22)) – 1; Parcel ID 100283) from B-1 
Limited Business (with proffers) to B-3 General Business (without proffers).  The property is 
designated as Business/Commercial on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes of June 27, 2023 and July 6, 2023

B. Approval of Lease Agreement between the Town of Christiansburg and T-Mobile 
Northeast, LLC for antennas and equipment at 1306 Buffalo Drive, NW for $2,333 per 
month for 5 years with a 5.0% annual increase

C. Resolution in Support of an Application for the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grant Program

V. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

VI. CITIZEN COMMENTS

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

VIII. DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL

A. Certification of Fire Officers

B. Street closure request by the Montgomery Museum of Art and History for E. Main Street 
(from Franklin Street to Pepper Street) on Saturday, August 19, 2023 from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. for the Heritage Day Festival to be held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

C. School Resource Officers

D. Cooperative Agreement for School Resource Officers



 
IX. STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Town Manager 
 

B. Town Attorney 
 

C. Other Staff 
 
 

X. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
Upcoming meetings of Council:  
July 25, 2023, 7:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting 
August 8, 2023, 7:00 p.m. – Regular Meeting 
 



 

    TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
                TOWN COUNCIL 
        AGENDA COVER SHEET 

 

AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Public Hearing       July 11, 2023   
    
ITEM TITLE:  
Conditional Use Permit request by Burch Properties LLC, Property Owner, and Kevin Lagos, 
Lessee, to allow a Public Billiard Parlor and Poolroom on the property located at 1635 North Franklin 
Street, Tax Parcel 466-((A))-20C, Parcel ID 013214; zoned General Business District B-3.  The property 
is designated as Business/Commercial on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg 
Comprehensive Plan. 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of the request is to permit billiard tables within the restaurant, eliminating the need for 
partitions that would otherwise be required. A conditional use permit is required due to a 2022 change in 
Town Code, Sec. 6-1, “Billiards and pool are not permitted in any room where alcoholic beverages are 
sold or dispensed unless allowed as part of the approval for a "public billiard parlors and poolrooms" 
conditional use permit…”.  
 
There are four proposed billiard tables located in the main serving area near the rear of the restaurant and 
adjacent to the restrooms. The proposed conditional use permit would be limited to the specific 
restaurant/unit stated within the application. 
 
The Planning Commission voted 5-0 to recommend approval to Town Council on June 20, 2023.  

 
POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Hold Public Hearing 
 
DEPARTMENT(S):     PRESENTER: 
Planning Department      
 
Information Provided: 
Planning Commission Minutes  
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/6pfwdt8w0l7azozgrvtl2ia7h9wt6m8s 
 
Planning Commission Resolution(draft) 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/y8xd59c2npsmbocfjf5cbv0znbgg3kvn 
 
Staff Report with maps 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/bqjssyv5y1utvd1uu6vgem1980gaoubv 
 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/6pfwdt8w0l7azozgrvtl2ia7h9wt6m8s
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/y8xd59c2npsmbocfjf5cbv0znbgg3kvn
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/bqjssyv5y1utvd1uu6vgem1980gaoubv


 

    TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
                TOWN COUNCIL 
        AGENDA COVER SHEET 

 

 
AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Public Hearing       July 11, 2023   
    
ITEM TITLE:  
Rezoning request by Summit Community Bank, Inc., Property Owner, to rezone the property located 
at 100 Akers Farm Road, Tax Parcel 466-(22)-1; Parcel ID 100283, from Limited Business District B-
1 to General Business District B-3.  The property is designated as Business/Commercial on the Future 
Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan. 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of the request is to permit a larger freestanding sign. The B-1 zoning district permits 50 
square feet per face, while the B-3 zoning district permits up to 75 square feet per face. The applicant has 
stated that they intend to erect a monument sign that has a 75 square foot face and is 16.3 feet tall.  
 
The property was originally a part of a rezoning for the larger Akers Farm subdivision in 2002  
which included the following proffers: 

1) The rezoned properties will be limited to businesses of the following natures: 
a. Banks and other financial institutions. 
b. Offices, business, professional or administrative including dental and medical. 
c. Clinics, dental, or medical 
d. Child day care center 

2) All parking, signs, and utilities (both underground and elevated on poles) will be in accordance 
with the B-1 zoning and any other applicable Town of Christiansburg regulations. 

 
The applicant has previously worked with the Town to vacate right-of-way on the corner of Akers Farm 
Road and North Franklin Street in order to place a future sign closer to the North Franklin Street corridor. 
 
The Planning Commission voted 4-1 to recommend approval to Town Council on June 20, 2023. 

 
 

POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Hold Public Hearing 
 
 
DEPARTMENT(S):     PRESENTER: 
Planning Department      
 
 
Information Provided: 
Planning Commission Minutes  
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/6pfwdt8w0l7azozgrvtl2ia7h9wt6m8s 
 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/6pfwdt8w0l7azozgrvtl2ia7h9wt6m8s


Planning Commission Resolution(draft) 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/44toxzwcp2akxy7tu86f4oed9sq7jke2 
 
 
 
Staff Report with maps 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/bqjssyv5y1utvd1uu6vgem1980gaoubv 
 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/44toxzwcp2akxy7tu86f4oed9sq7jke2
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/bqjssyv5y1utvd1uu6vgem1980gaoubv
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CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL 

CHRISTIANSBURG, MONTGOMERY CO., VA. 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JUNE 27, 2023 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 
CHRISTIANSBURG, VA. WAS HELD AT CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL, 100 EAST MAIN STREET, 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA, ON JUNE 27, 2023, AT 7:00 P.M. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor D. Michael Barber; Vice-Mayor Samuel M. Bishop; Johana Hicks; 
Tanya Hockett (via phone); Casey Jenkins; Henry Showalter; Tim Wilson  
 
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Town Manager Randy Wingfield; Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren; 
Town Attorney Reid Broughton; Director of Public Relations (Fill-in for Clerk of Council/Executive 
Assistant) Christina Edney; Finance Director Valerie Tweedie; Public Works Director Jim Lancianese; 
Superintendent of Public Works, Streets Travis Moles; Chief of Police Mark Sisson; Engineering Director 
Mike Kelley; Director of Parks and Recreation Brad Epperley; Small Business Solutions Manager Amanda 
Hebert 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Barber announced that Public Relations Director Christina Edney would be filling in for 
Town Clerk Tracy Heinline and Councilwoman Hockett has asked to join the meeting via 
telephone.  
  
Councilwoman Hicks made a motion to allow Councilwoman Hockett to join the meeting via 
phone, seconded by Councilman Jenkins. Council voted as follows: Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; 
Hockett – Abstain; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Aye; Wilson – Aye. 
 

A. Moment of Reflection 
 

B. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman Bishop.  
 

 
II. ADJUSTMENT OF THE AGENDA 

 
No adjustments to the agenda 

 
 

III. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
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IV. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
A. Approval of Minutes of June 13, 2023   

 
B. Monthly Bill List 

 
C. Resolution Recognizing July 2023 as Parks and Recreation Month 

 
Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by 
Councilwoman Hicks. Council voted as follows: Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins 
– Aye; Showalter – Aye; Wilson – Aye. 

 
 

V. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

No introductions and presentations 
 

 
VI. CITIZEN COMMENTS  

 
Charles Robins, 1720 Old Farm Village Road, Apt 22, expressed concern for the lack of 
discussion concerning housing issues in Christiansburg. Mr. Robins stated that housing in 
Christiansburg was expensive and most in the community could not afford to pay the high 
rent. He added that he had spoken to Mayor Barber but has yet to hear anything from other 
Councilmembers. Mr. Robins named numerous organizations that the Town could reach out 
to for assistance. He expressed that in case he loses his apartment, he has taken out loans to 
stay in a hotel and fears he will not be able to pay those loans back.  Mr. Robins spoke about 
the increase in homelessness in the community and how it was difficult for them to find 
employment since they do not have a home address to place on a job application. 
  

 
VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
A. Street Committee Report/Recommendation (Bishop, Hockett) 

 
1. Memorandum of Agreement for Traffic Signal Coordination Program between 

Virginia Department of Transportation and Town of Christiansburg. 
 

Engineering Director Mike Kelley brought before Council a Memorandum of 
Agreement (MOA) for approval between the Town and the Virginia Department of 
Transportation (VDOT). Mr. Kelley explained the purpose of the MOA pertained to 
part of the I-81 corridor improvement plan. He explained that if there was an 
incident on the interstate, the agreement allows VDOT and the Town of 
Christiansburg to respond to highway incidents, improve operation of routes, put in 
place infrastructure to monitor conditions, and would require upgrading Town-
owned equipment and systems. Mr. Kelley explained that VDOT would cover the 
cost and the agreement would allow VDOT to take control of the strategic route and 
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will effectively and efficiently move traffic through the Town to avoid closure on the 
interstate when accidents happen. Mr. Kelley added that the length of the 
agreement was a 5-year initial agreement, and the agreement would auto renew 
and explained that the contract could be terminated with 90 days’ notice by either 
party.  
 
Councilwoman Hicks questioned if the Town would continue to maintain the traffic 
lights in Town. Mr. Kelley explained that the Town would maintain the Town-owned 
traffic lights and VDOT would make any upgrades needed. 
 
Mr. Showalter questioned the end result for the Town and how it would improve 
the process. Mr. Kelley explained that when there is a wreck on I-81 they would 
adjust the routes through the town to improve traffic. He explained that VDOT 
would be communicating with traffic control in Salem and as soon as the incident 
happens, Public Works would be contacted. Mr. Kelley added that VDOT has 
assessed inventory for the upgraded traffic lights needed in Town and would allow 
ingress and egress to traffic at lights. 
 
Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the Street Committee’s 
recommendation to approve the Memorandum of Agreement for Traffic Signal 
Coordination Program between Virginia Department of Transportation and Town of 
Christiansburg, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Council voted as follows: 
Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Aye; Wilson – 
Aye. 

 
 
VIII. DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

 
A. School Resource Officers 

 
Mayor Barber explained that the Town has requested several meetings with the 
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors to discuss School Resource Officers, but the 
County has yet to provide a date. Mr. Barber added that he was not willing to jeopardize 
the well-being and safety of the children in the schools by not having resource officers.   
Councilman Wilson agreed with Mayor Barber and expressed that the contract they 
were presented was lacking and needed a more thorough review. Mr. Wilson added it 
was disappointing the County has failed to speak with Council and the Town did not 
want the officers taken out of the schools. 

 
Councilman Showalter expressed that Council still had time to decide since it was 
summer, and schools were not in session. Mr. Showalter questioned who wrote the 
contract and noted that the Sheriff does not control funding for these officers. Mr. 
Showalter suggested a work session to discuss the subject further. He expressed that 
the contract showed loopholes and should be reviewed further. 
 
Councilwoman Hicks expressed agreement with Mr. Showalter and noted there was still 
time to make a decision. Mrs. Hicks also questioned where the contract came from and 
noted that Council was waiting for a response from the County Administrator for a date 
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instead of a conversation between the Sheriff and the Police Chief. She expressed how 
important the children in the schools were and stated she would like to wait to see if the 
County would reach out before making a final decision.   

 
Councilman Bishop noted that four of the Board of Supervisors expressed they would 
not fund officers in Town schools. Mr. Bishop expressed that even though he did not 
have children in school he was concerned for the safety of children in schools as well as 
the school staff. He added that he had originally voted no but expressed that now he 
was undecided and stated he thought the agreement was between the Police Chief and 
the Sheriff. 
 
Mayor Barber voiced that he had instructed Police Chief Sisson to have the contract 
available in case there was a discussion there would be something to review. He added 
the agreement was not a contract to place the officers in the schools as Council would 
need to reassign the officers back to SRO positions and the Town would have an 
understanding about performance within those schools. 
 
Police Chief Mark Sisson stated he had drafted the document as a result of Mayor 
Barber asking for an agreement. He added that he had sent the contract to Town 
Attorney Broughton for review. 
 
Town Attorney Broughton expressed concern that the provided contract was unclear 
what it means to assign a police officer to a school and questioned when they would be 
present in the school. Mayor Barber expressed that the Town knows when they would 
provide officers in the schools but at this point was unsure when the County would 
provide officers. 

 
Councilman Bishop noted that personality conflicts between the two parties needed to 
be put aside and the focus needed to be on the students and staff in the schools.  
Councilman Jenkins agreed with Mr. Bishop and expressed that aside from the contract 
he was not sure the Town was comfortable pulling officers from the schools on July 1st. 
 
Councilwoman Hockett noted there could be several upgrades to the agreement, 
including dates. She added that signing the agreement meant the Town would not 
request funding for the officers placed. Mrs. Hockett expressed that her number 1 goal 
was to have officers in the schools and maintain the relationships between them and 
the students. Mrs. Hockett voiced her concern as to what would happen after that 
process and if the County would support the Town in the future.  Mayor Barber noted 
that he planned to ask the Board of Supervisors next year for the same funding, 
including salary increases. 
 
Councilman Showalter expressed concern that the County would not fund the officers 
and noted that pulling Town officers out of the schools in 90 days would not work. He 
expressed that if the officers were placed in the schools, then they should be kept there 
throughout the school year. He added that there should be a deadline of when the 
Sheriff plans to provide County officers. Mr. Showalter questioned the other three 
schools in the Town. Mayor Barber explained that the Town had covered the cost and 
positions of the three schools previously. 
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Councilman Showalter questioned the Town’s officers’ schedules in the schools. Chief 
Sisson explained there was a full-time officer at the high school, a full-time officer at the 
middle school, and one officer that divides their time between the two elementary 
schools and the primary school. 

 
Councilman Wilson expressed that Council should schedule a work session to discuss 
this subject. Mr. Wilson added there was more to just having an officer in the schools 
such as the DARE program and accreditation. He added that if Town Council’s issue was 
the wording in the contract, then a work session should take place to go over the 
contract so it could be presented to the County. 
 
Councilman Showalter made a motion to table the discussion of School Resource 
Officers and schedule a work session to discuss, seconded by Councilman Wilson. 
Council voted as follows: Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Nay; 
Showalter – Aye; Wilson – Nay. 

 
Council agreed to July 6th at 5:30 p.m. for a work session to discuss the MOU agreement. 
Councilwoman Hicks would not be available to meet. 
   
Mayor Barber suggested the Town Attorney and Town Manager discuss the contract 
with Police Chief Sisson and make the required changes. Mayor Barber inquired if 
Council would like to include Sheriff Partin in the discussion. Council agreed to not have 
the County Sheriff included in the meeting. 

 
B. Discussion of Blacksburg – Christiansburg Montgomery Tourism Office funding (Jenkins 

and Hockett) 
 
Councilman Jenkins stated that the Town had placed the Tourism Office on notice 
effective July 1, 2022 for one year to make improvements to their website and further 
include the Town of Christiansburg in brochures, etc. Mr. Jenkins expressed that he 
would like Council to revisit that decision as to how the Economic Development funds 
that were currently in the budget were allocated effective FY 23-24. Mr. Jenkins added 
that he felt it was important to declare that he was an employee of the organization 
that receives a benefit of the Tourism Office. Mr. Jenkins declared a personal interest 
and expressed that in working with the COIA office, his employer is part of a group of 
three or more organizations that receive a promotional benefit from the Tourism Office 
which would allow him to take place in the vote in a fair way. He added that he would 
submit the declaration in writing to be recorded in the final meeting minutes. 
 
Councilman Showalter questioned Mr. Jenkins abstaining from the discussion last year 
due to a conflict of interest.  Councilman Jenkins answered that he did not abstain but 
instead voted for it. He explained that since he has been informed by COIA that he can 
vote in good conscious. 

 
Councilwoman Hicks questioned if there was a current contract between the Tourism 
Office and the Montgomery County Museum concerning the property on Pepper Street.  
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Councilman Jenkins answered that the contract was to be terminated on June 30, 2023 
and expressed that they have vacated the premises. He added that he would be voting 
on the funding for the upcoming fiscal year and that the museum considers their fiscal 
year a calendar year.  
 
Councilman Showalter questioned if the museum had received funds from the Tourism 
Office this calendar year. Councilman Jenkins expressed that the Tourism Office had 
leased the property on Pepper Street from the Montgomery County Museum and 
included that the funding goes to a third-party property management that funds the 
museum until June 30, 2023. He added that the Tourism Office had not supported the 
Museum in a direct way, but they had promoted the region and encouraged individuals 
to visit. 

 
Councilman Wilson explained that his position of funding the Tourism Office had not 
changed. He expressed that he felt the Tourism Office had not produced what was 
asked of them, therefore he would vote against the funding. 
 
Councilman Showalter questioned what the Tourism Office has provided for the Town 
facilities since the Town gave them notice. Town Manager Wingfield answered that 
there had been promotional materials provided and a new website activated. Mr. 
Wingfield expressed that he hoped they would activate the Sports Tourism Council and 
meet with them regularly. He added that they had not met in some time. 

 
Councilwoman Hicks expressed that when the Tourism Office was in the Christiansburg 
location, she did not see a return in the funds given to them and expressed that she did 
not see that changing. Councilwoman Hicks stated that the Town was a still a part of 
tourism and the County would be paying to be a part of tourism as well. Mrs. Hicks 
added that she thought the Town could do other things with that money instead and 
suggested investing it in the Town. 

 
Councilwoman Hockett expressed that she supported this item on the agenda because 
she felt strongly that if the Town pulls out of the regional tourism it would be hard to 
take the funding and maximize it for all the goals around tourism. She added that 
everyone would come closer to accomplishing that if they worked together as a region. 
Mrs. Hockett noted that although she supports staying with the Tourism Office, there 
were things the Town has asked for that still has not been provided. She added that her 
support of regional tourism did not mean she was willing to look the other way and say 
tourism could continue how it was and that a real discussion needed to take place 
around the direction of leadership. She concluded that she would look to Town 
Manager Wingfield and the leaders of the other member localities to come together and 
discuss moving forward in the Tourism Office. 
 
Councilman Jenkins expressed that he appreciated Council holding tourism accountable 
as a regional tourism office. He added that one of the biggest concerns for him was 
passenger rail and explained that he could not see a reality where passenger rail comes 
to Christiansburg and the Town was not part of a regional tourism effort. 
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Councilwoman Hicks noted that the Town was not only part of the regional tourism but 
also the NRV Regional Commission and other groups that were able to help the Town 
accomplish those goals. 
 
Councilman Jenkins made a motion to continue funding the Blacksburg – Christiansburg 
Montgomery Tourism Office, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Council voted as 
follows: Bishop – Aye; – Hicks – Nay; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Nay; 
Wilson – Nay. Mayor Barber voted Aye to break the tie vote and continue funding for 
the Tourism Office. 
 

C. Resolution to set real estate tax rate for calendar 2023 
 
Councilman Showalter noted he would not be supporting a real estate increase for the 
citizens and expressed he felt the Town could have made it a zero net process this year.   
 
Councilwoman Hicks expressed that she wanted lower taxes and that she felt any funds 
left over should go towards the general fund to help pay for other items, such as 
upcoming infrastructure projects.  
 
Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the resolution to set the real estate tax 
rate for CY 2023, seconded by Councilman Jenkins. Council voted as follows: Bishop – 
Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Nay; Wilson – Aye. 

 
D. Resolution to set personal property tax rate for calendar 2023 

 
Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the resolution to set the personal 
property tax rate for CY 2023, seconded by Councilwoman Hicks. Council voted as 
follows: Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Aye; 
Wilson – Aye. 

 
E. Resolution to set water, sewer, and garbage rates for FY 2023-24 

 
Councilwoman Hicks expressed concern for the increase of rates for Town citizens and 
noted that she would be voting against the rate increase. 
 
Councilman Showalter asked if the Town was still fulfilling the commitment to the 
Water Authority capital improvement. Town Manager Wingfield answered that the 
Town was still paying the Water Authority, and that construction should be complete by 
the end of 2023. 

 
Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the resolution to set water, sewer, and 
garbage rates for FY 2023-24, seconded by Councilman Bishop. Council voted as follows: 
Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Nay; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Aye; Wilson – Aye. 

 
F. Resolution to approve the FY 2023-24 budget 
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Councilwoman Hockett expressed that there had been enormous community support 
for funding the Montgomery Museum and Wonder Universe and questioned if there 
were any other comments concerning the subject. 
 
Mayor Barber noted the funding for both museums had been tabled and explained the 
figures that would be voted on in the budget did not include museum funding. He added 
that there could be a budget amendment in the future if Council desired.  Mr. Wingfield 
reminded Council that if the item was a small percentage of the budget the Town would 
not have to advertise or have a public hearing. 
 
Councilwoman Hicks noted the increase for Town employees in the budget and 
expressed that she appreciated all the hard work from Town employees.   
 
Councilman Showalter stated it was important to be sensible with the real estate taxes 
that effects the Town residents and added that the Town lowering the rate per $100 in 
value, would still make citizens pay more in real estate taxes. He noted that he had 
suggested to Council that instead of a possible 9% total cost-of-living and merit increase 
for Town employees, Council could lower the cost-of-living and merit to 2% each. He 
expressed that he would not support the approval of the budget due to this. 
 
Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the resolution to approve the FY 2023-24 
budget, seconded by Councilman Wilson. Council voted as follows: Bishop – Aye; Hicks – 
Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter – Nay; Wilson – Aye. 

 
G. Resolution to appropriate the funds for FY 2023-24 budget 

 
Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the resolution to appropriate the funds 
for the FY 2023-24 budget, seconded by Councilman Jenkins. Council voted as follows: 
Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter -Aye; Wilson – Aye. 

 
H. Town of Christiansburg’s US Department of Housing and Urban Development 

Community Development Block Grant 2023 Annual Action Plan 
 

Mayor Barber explained this was funding had been used for sidewalk improvements 
within a certain restricted area of Town based on economic conditions. Assistant Town 
Manager Andrew Warren added that the location was in the Park district bordered by E. 
Main Street. Roanoke Street, and Depot Street. He added that the project does include 
an emergency home repair program that was being developed with Habitat for 
Humanity which would service residents throughout the community. 
 
Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the Town of Christiansburg’s US 
Department of Housing and Urban Development Community Development Block Grant 
2023 Annual Action Plan, seconded by Councilman Bishop. Council voted as follows: 
Bishop – Aye; Hicks – Aye; Hockett – Aye; Jenkins – Aye; Showalter -Aye; Wilson – Aye. 

 
 

IX. STAFF REPORTS 
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A. Town Manager  
 

Mr. Wingfield reported that a Conditional Use Permit public hearing would be set for 
August 8, 2023 for 21 townhouses located on 2.148 acres on Montgomery Street, 
between Church Street and Lucas Street. Mr. Wingfield also reported that July 4th 
festivities would be held downtown from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and the fireworks 
event would take place at 9:15 p.m. He added that the Montgomery County League of 
Women Voters were requesting a Council Candidate Forum to be held at Town Hall on 
October 12, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. that he planned to authorize.  Mr. Wingfield concluded 
that he did not have a definite date for the Christiansburg Huckleberry Park but that he 
hoped it would be in July. He added that delays were due to a late arrival of an electrical 
panel for the field lights and now they are working on finishing touches. 

 
Councilwoman Hicks questioned if there would be a fence around the stormwater pond 
at the new park. Mr. Wingfield explained there would be a fence on the tire side of the 
pond. 

 
B. Town Attorney – no report 

 
C. Other Staff  

 
Director of Parks and Recreation Brad Epperley expressed congratulations to the youth 
baseball and softball teams. He explained that the 10-U Cal Ripken team won the district 
tournament and would be traveling to Wise, Virginia for the state tournament. He 
added that the 10-U softball team also won their district tournament and would be 
traveling to Manassas, Virginia this weekend for their state tournament. Mr. Epperley 
also added that the 12-U baseball team was in the state tournament as well and they 
would be participating in the Cal Ripken state tournament the Town would be hosting at 
Harkrader Sports Complex on July 16th. 

 
 

X. COUNCIL REPORTS 
 

Councilwoman Hicks reported that the Central Business Committee would meet again 
on July 25th. Mrs. Hicks requested Council’s opinion on the façade grant and noted that 
when she drove through Christiansburg, she noticed the difference the grants have 
made on properties in the downtown area. Mrs. Hicks expressed she would welcome 
ideas pertaining to smaller grants for businesses and making sure there is no 
discrimination against other businesses that are not downtown. She expressed that she 
would like to hear from the citizens as well as business owners in the community. Mrs. 
Hicks added that the Agency on Aging met today and noted that the meetings were 
lengthy but very productive. 

 
Councilwoman Hockett expressed appreciation to Council for allowing her to join the 
meeting via phone. 
 
Councilman Wilson reported that he and Councilman Jenkins had met with Small 
Business Solutions Manager Amanda Hebert.  Mr. Wilson explained that she had been in 
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this position for 3 months and the work she had accomplished was phenomenal. He 
added that in the next month Mrs. Hebert would present to Council a 10-week program 
that teaches potential business owners how to write their own business plan. Mr. 
Wilson noted that at the end of the 10 weeks, participants would present their plan to a 
panel and have the opportunity to receive grant funding which would come from 
donations. 
 
Councilman Jenkins agreed with Mr. Wilson and noted that Mrs. Hebert has done a 
fantastic job concerning the groundwork and future plans surrounding vacancies and 
occupancies in the area and he looks forward to the progress that can be made with 
small businesses. Mr. Jenkins also reported that Central Business had received feedback 
from last year regarding the façade grants and would be making several of those 
changes. 
 
Councilwoman Hicks expressed appreciation to Mrs. Hebert for the information that 
was sent out to Councilmembers concerning her efforts with small businesses. Mrs. 
Hicks asked Mrs. Hebert to send her information on what makes a small business verses 
a large business. 

 
Mayor Barber suggested that any questions concerning small businesses should be 
referred to Mrs. Hebert and noted the many compliments and positive feedback he had 
received from the community. 
 
Councilman Showalter addressed Mr. Robins public comment concerning subsidized 
housing and expressed that he felt there should be a conversation or work session to 
wade through this issue. Mr. Showalter expressed that if 10% of your population was at 
poverty level then he felt your leaders should address the issue. Councilman Wilson 
stated that there is a group called New River Valley Community Action that was 
designed around addressing these types of issues and suggested inviting them to speak 
at an upcoming Council meeting. He noted that they had presented to the New River 
Valley Regional Commission last month. Councilman Showalter asked if Council would 
be willing to have a work session on the subject. He noted that he would bring this issue 
back up in the following months. 
 
Mr. Showalter also added that he had talked about mass density property areas in the 
past and questioned if Council still wanted the Planning Commission to look at solid 
waste disposal or was there a recommendation to update the municipal code. Town 
Manager Wingfield explained that this issue was currently at the Planning Commission 
development subcommittee level. Mr. Warren explained there were several items for 
townhouses that planning staff had been reviewing and unfortunately the review has 
not been fast due to staffing shortages. He added that currently code enforcement had 
been a higher priority in the Planning department. Mr. Wingfield noted that staff could 
try to expedite an answer on that subject and move the other townhouse issues to the 
side.  
 
Councilman Showalter questioned where staff was concerning Town visitor maps. Mrs. 
Edney noted that the new Town visitor maps had gone to the printer today. 
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Councilwoman Hicks agreed a work session should take place concerning subsidized 
housing but also encouraged Mr. Robins and others in the community to come up with 
helpful solutions. Mrs. Hicks expressed that contractors were building to rent not to sell, 
and rent has increased.  Mr. Warren added that one thing Council should be aware of 
was that if you were working with New River Community Action, there were block grant 
funds available and noted that around 20 families had been helped thus far through 
them. He expressed that there were other affordable housing initiatives happening 
regionally that could be exciting to consider as well. 

 
 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 
There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Barber adjourned the meeting at 
8:28 p.m. 

 
__________________________________   _____________________________ 
Christina Edney, Public Relations Director   D. Michael Barber, Mayor 



 
 

CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL  
CHRISTIANSBURG, MONTGOMERY CO., VA. 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
JULY 6, 2023 – 5:30 P.M. 

 
A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA. WAS HELD AT CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL, 100 EAST MAIN STREET, 
CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA, ON JULY 6, 2023 AT 5:30 P.M. 

 
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor D. Michael Barber; Vice-Mayor Samuel M. Bishop; Tanya Hockett 

(via Zoom); Casey Jenkins; Henry Showalter; Tim Wilson. COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Johana Hicks 
   
ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Town Manager Randy Wingfield; Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren; 

Executive Assistant/Clerk of Council Tracy Heinline; Town Attorney Reid Broughton (via Zoom); Police Chief 
Mark Sisson 

 
 

WORK SESSION 
 

I. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Barber called the work session to order and asked that there be no public comment. 

 
 

II. Discussion of School Resource Officer (SROs) 
 
Mayor Barber announced that a draft Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) had been 
provided by Police Chief Sisson and edited by Town Attorney Broughton concerning School 
Resource Officers. Mayor Barber opened the floor for discussion. 
 
Councilman Bishop expressed that he feels Council should refrain from addressing the writing 
of the MOU and put trust in Chief Sisson and let him address it. Chief Sisson noted the only 
written change from the Town Attorney was to move the scope of service to paragraph one 
and explained the Town of Christiansburg and the Montgomery County Sheriff will provide 
three officers each to cover the six schools in the municipality. Councilman Bishop noted that 
the MOU was null if the Town did not put Town officers back in the schools. Mayor Barber 
expressed hope that the SRO decision would be made by Council at the next Town Council 
meeting. Chief Sisson added that the County had budgeted for three School Resource Officers 
for municipal schools. Chief Sisson also added that he had spoken with Sheriff Partin, and they 
had both agreed that while the schools are open and functioning, meaning summer school and 
regular session, there needed to be SRO coverage from both parties involved. He explained 
that they had agreed to split summer school coverage and, in his opinion, having six schools 
covered by full-time officers was the best we could ask for. Chief Sisson also explained that 
one of the core elements of the Certified Crime Prevention Program was the DARE program 
and a block of that program needed to be taught to maintain that DARE certification. 
 
Councilman Showalter questioned if at the beginning of the school year would all of the 
County’s schools within Christiansburg Town limits have full-time SRO coverage. Chief Sisson 
answered that the Town of Christiansburg would supply three officers total for schools and the 



County would provide three officers which would cover all schools with full-time SRO 
coverage. Councilman Showalter expressed that just because the Board of Supervisors 
approved funding for the three officers in the schools did not necessarily mean officers would 
be in those schools. Chief Sisson expressed that he believes there will be officers in all schools 
beginning August 1, 2023. Town Attorney Broughton explained that verbiage could be added 
to the MOU stating the County needed to have their officers in those schools by August 1, 
2023 
 
Councilman Wilson expressed that everyone knows the true intent and that the officers 
needed to physically be in the schools. Mr. Wilson also added that in a separate meeting with 
Sheriff Partin he expressed that he currently did have three officers he could place in the 
schools at the beginning of the school year. Mayor Barber explained that this MOU was an 
initial three-year agreement and suggested it follow the Town and County’s fiscal year 
calendar, July 1 to June 30. Chief Sisson explained the agreement was a three-year contract, 
renewable each year, unless there was a 180-day notice given from one party to the other. 
Councilman Showalter clarified that if the County did not place three SROs in three of their 
schools, then three schools would be without coverage. Councilman Showalter stated that the 
MOU reads that either party involved can pull their officers out with 180 days’ notice, which 
previously was 90 days’ notice. He questioned if the contract should read the “end of the 
school year” instead of pulling officers out “within 180 days”, which could be during the school 
year. Mr. Broughton explained that the contract was for three years with no termination, then 
renews every year (June 30, 2023) for every term unless there was a notice from either party. 
Mr. Broughton also added that if the County does not place their officers in their schools they 
would be in default of the contract and the Town could withdraw from the agreement. He 
added that if the Town wished to add a provision to withdraw earlier than three years, he 
could include a phrase. 
 
Mayor Barber asked for nods from Council to move forward with addressing the SRO subject at 
the July 11th Town Council meeting for a possible vote on the assignment of SROs and that the 
agreement should also be on the agenda. Council agreed. 
  

 
III. Adjournment 

 
There being no further business brought before Council the meeting was adjourned at 5:59 p.m. 

 
 
  ______________________________   _______________________________ 
  Tracy Heinline, Clerk of Council    D. Michael Barber, Mayor 



 

    TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG 
                TOWN COUNCIL 
        AGENDA COVER SHEET 

 

 

AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Consent Agenda       July 11, 2023   
  
   
ITEM TITLE:  
Approval of Lease Agreement between the Town of Christiansburg and T-Mobile Northeast, LLC for 
antennas and equipment at 1306 Buffalo Drive, NW for $2,333 per month for 5 years with a 5.0% annual 
increase 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
This is a third amendment to a lease agreement with T-Mobile for antennas and equipment at the current 
Buffalo Drive water tank site. It is mounted on a standalone tower next to the water tank. The increased 
rental amounts are more consistent with the suggested rates from a Town study of going market rate 
values for similar space at similar facilities. As agreements are up for renewal, the Town is renegotiating 
to higher market rates when it is applicable.  
 
POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Council vote to approve lease 
 
DEPARTMENT(S):     PRESENTER: 
Information Technology    Craig Hatmaker  
 
INFORMATION PROVIDED: 
T-Mobile Lease Agreement 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/fcpcgladp44g8yzok564ceqzqe825xqy 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/fcpcgladp44g8yzok564ceqzqe825xqy
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AGENDA LOCATION:     Meeting Date: 
Consent Agenda      July 11, 2023    
  
ITEM TITLE: 
Resolution in support of an Action Plan for the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Grant Program. 

DESCRIPTION: 
The purpose of Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) grant program is to improve roadway safety by 
significantly reducing or eliminating roadway fatalities and serious injuries through safety action plan 
development and refinement and implementation focused on all users, including pedestrians, bicyclists, 
public transportation users, motorists, personal conveyance and micromobility users, and commercial 
vehicle operators. The program provides funding to develop the tools to help strengthen a community’s 
approach to roadway safety and save lives and is designed to meet the needs of diverse local, Tribal, and 
regional communities that differ dramatically in size, location, and experience administering Federal 
funding. 
 
The Town is applying for funding to create an Action Plan.  The Safe Streets and Roads for All initiative 
addresses several key objectives. First, it aims to improve pedestrian safety by enhancing crosswalks, 
sidewalks, and pedestrian infrastructure. This includes the installation of traffic signals, raised crosswalks, 
and speed bumps to slow down vehicles and increase pedestrian visibility. Second, the initiative focuses 
on developing comprehensive cycling infrastructure. Dedicated bike lanes, bike-sharing programs, and 
secure bike parking facilities are crucial components of this effort.   Third, the initiative advocates for 
traffic calming measures to create safer environments for all road users. Techniques such as chicanes and 
road narrowing are implemented to discourage fast driving, improve road safety, and reduce the severity 
of accidents. These measures contribute to safer streets, better quality of life, and more vibrant 
communities. 
 
Street Committee is in support of this application and has provided a letter of support in the application 
package submitted July 10, 2023. 
 
POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Council vote in support of the resolution for the SS4A Grant. 
 

DEPARTMENT:      PRESENTER: 
Engineering       Mike Kelley 
 

Information Provided: 
 
Resolutions of Support 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/828hbk1c8ad9nr1cxg5di4wkkzdfd1rg 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/828hbk1c8ad9nr1cxg5di4wkkzdfd1rg
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AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Discussion and Action by Mayor and Council   July 11, 2023   
    
ITEM TITLE:  
Certification of Fire Officers 
 
DESCRIPTION: 

Town Council must certify Fire Department Officers per Town Code Sec. 26-85: 

Sec. 26-85.   Election and certification of officers; roster of members. 

All officers of the volunteer fire department elected by its members shall be certified to the council 
immediately after election, together with a complete and corrected roster of the company before they assume the 
responsibilities of their respective offices.  

 
 

POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Action by Town Council 
 
 
DEPARTMENT(S):     PRESENTER: 
Fire Department     Chief of Fire and Rescue Billy Hanks 
 
 
INFORMATION PROVIDED: 
List of Officers 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/z2xoaz3ngho4z7stzfsz50f8fia0x3u3 
 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/z2xoaz3ngho4z7stzfsz50f8fia0x3u3
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AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Discussion and Action by Mayor and Council   July 11, 2023    
 
ITEM TITLE:  
Street closure request by the Montgomery Museum of Art and History for E. Main Street (from Franklin 
Street to Pepper Street) on Saturday, August 19, 2023 from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for the Heritage Day 
Festival to be held from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
This is the annual street closure request by the Montgomery Museum of Art and History for the Heritage 
Day Festival to be held on Saturday, August 19, 2023 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The street closure 
would be for E. Main Street (from Franklin Street to Pepper Street) from 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Action by Town Council 
 
DEPARTMENT(S):     PRESENTER: 
Administration     Town Manager Randy Wingfield 
 
INFORMATION PROVIDED: 
Heritage Day Event Map 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/kdax0uu6phpfldrm800mt2b9ek9e6epv 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/kdax0uu6phpfldrm800mt2b9ek9e6epv
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AGENDA LOCATION:      Meeting Date: 
Discussion and Action by Mayor and Council   July 11, 2023   
  
ITEM TITLE:  
School Resource Officers 
  
Cooperative Agreement for School Resource Officers 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
Town Council previously requested funding for Town SRO positions from the Montgomery 
County Board of Supervisors and was denied by the Board.  On January 10, 2023, Town Council 
voted to put Montgomery County on notice that the Town would reassign our Police Department 
SRO positions to patrol effective July 1, 2023, and on June 27, 2023, Town Council adopted the 
Town’s FY 2023-24 Budget with the positions reassigned to patrol.  Town Council has requested 
meetings with the Montgomery County Board of Supervisor in regard to the issue but has not 
been able to successfully schedule a meeting.  Town Council held a work session on July 7, 2023 
regarding the reassignment of the officers and a draft Cooperative Agreement for School 
Resource Officers. 
 
POTENTIAL ACTION: 
Action 
 
DEPARTMENT:     PRESENTER: 
Administration     Randy Wingfield, Town Manager 
 
ATTACHMENT: 
Cooperative Agreement for SROs 
https://christiansburg.box.com/s/9gs3nbg1hz0wyc68uvly0rwomb9u6ugw 
 

https://christiansburg.box.com/s/9gs3nbg1hz0wyc68uvly0rwomb9u6ugw

	07-11-23 Agenda
	AGENDA

	COVER - CUP- 1635 N Franklin St
	COVER - RZN- 100 Akers Farm Rd
	06-27-23 Minutes
	07-06.-23 WS Minutes
	Cover - T-Mobile Lease
	COVER- Safe Streets for All
	Cover - Certification of Fire Officers
	Cover - Heritage Day Festival street closure
	Cover - School Resource Officers



