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January 23, 2024 

CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL 

CHRISTIANSBURG, MONTGOMERY CO., VA. 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

JANUARY 23, 2024 - 7:00 P.M.

A REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VA. WAS HELD AT CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL, 100 EAST MAIN STREET, 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA, ON JANUARY 23, 2024, AT 7:00 P.M. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor D. Michael Barber; Vice-Mayor Tanya Hockett; Samuel M. Bishop; 

Kim Bowman; Johana Hicks; Casey Jenkins; Tim Wilson 

ADMINISTRATION PRESENT: Town Manager Randy Wingfield; Assistant Town Manager Andrew Warren; 

Town Attorney Reid Broughton; Clerk of Council/Executive Assistant Tracy Heinline; Director of Human 

Resources Alicia Dials; Senior Human Resources Generalist Danette Poole; Police Chief Chris Ramsey; 

Director of Engineering Mike Kelley; Public Relations Director Christina Edney 

I. CALL TO ORDER

REGULAR MEETING 

A. Moment ofReflection

 

B. Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilwoman Bowman.

II. ADJUSTMENT OF THE AGENDA

No adjustments of the agenda.

Ill. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

No public hearings. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of Minutes of January 9, 2024

B. Monthly Bill List
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C. Award Contract to KSB Earthworks, Inc. in the amount of $987,911.26 for construction

of the Christiansburg Industrial Park Stream Restoration and Stormwater Management

Improvements project

D. Contract Amendment #1 with A. Morton Thomas and Associates, Inc., for Construction

Engineering and Inspections (CEI) Term Services in excess of $100,000 not to exceed

$500,000 per task order and not to exceed $2,500,000 per annual contract term

E. Contract Amendment #1 with Century Engineering, LLC., for Construction Engineering

and Inspections (CEI) Term Services in excess of $100,000 not to exceed $500,000 per

task order and not to exceed $2,500,000 per annual contract term

F. Contract Amendment #1 with McDonough Bolyard Peck, Inc. d/b/a MBP, for

Construction Engineering and Inspections (CEI) Term Services in excess of $100,000 not

to exceed $500,000 per task order and not to exceed $2,500,000 per annual contract

term

G. Contract Amendment #1 with Rummel, Klepper & Kahl, LLP, for Construction

Engineering and Inspections (CEI) Term Services in excess of $100,000 not to exceed

$500,000 per task order and not to exceed $2,500,000 per annual contract term

H. Contract Amendment #1 with Whitman, Requardt & Associates, LLP, for Construction

Engineering and Inspections (CEI) Term Services in excess of $100,000 not to exceed

$500,000 per task order and not to exceed $2,500,000 per annual contract term

I. Set Town Council Public Hearing for March 12, 2024 for a rezoning request by Radford

Development of Virginia, LLC, property owner, and Hy-Tek Collision, LLC, applicant, to

rezone approximately 2.265 acres located on the east side of the intersection of Badger

Street N.W. and Elk Drive N.W. (Tax Parcel 525 - ((A)) - 44A; Parcel ID 026060) from B-3

General Business to 1-1 Limited Industrial. The property is designated as Residential on

the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

J. Set Town Council Public Hearing for March 12, 2024 for a Conditional Use Permit

request by Radford Development of Virginia, LLC, property owner, and Hy-Tek Collision,

LLC, applicant, to allow for automobile and truck or recreation vehicle assembling,

painting, upholstering, repairing, rebuilding or reconditioning, body or fender work,

including a commercial garage, towing service, or automobile body shop located on the

east side of the intersection of Badger Street N.W. and Elk Drive N.W. (Tax Parcel 525 -

((A)) - 44A; Parcel ID 026060) in 1-1 Limited Industrial. The property is designated as

Residential on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive

Plan.

Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the consent agenda as presented,

seconded by Councilman Bishop. Council voted as follows: Bishop - Aye; Bowman - Aye;

Hicks - Aye; Hockett - Aye; Jenkins - Aye; Wilson - Aye.

-Motion Approved
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V. INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

VI. 

A. Human Resources Director Alicia Dials to present on Town human resources programs

and initiatives

Human Resources Director Alicia Dials gave an update to Council concerning the human

resources programs and initiatives. Mrs. Dials touched on the new software program

Tyler Munis, and the lengthy training for the last year and a half to prepare for the

HR/Payroll system. She also noted that through the Employee Self Service (ESS) within

Tyler Munis employees can access their personal information such as their benefits, pay

stubs, and tax information more efficiently. She also added that Town Council would

have access to the benefits program as well.

Mrs. Dials explained to Council that recruitment had been challenging the past couple

years, but great improvements had been made in the last 12 months. She explained that

two years ago vacancies in Public Works had totaled 35, and currently the Town was

down 15. She added that Human Resources had provided wallet cards during job and

career fairs, and even carried and passed them out at local stores, restaurants, and

events. Mrs. Dials shared a short recruitment video that was created by the Town's

Public Relations Director Christina Edney. She explained the video would be provided to

surrounding high schools and career centers to promote the Public Works Department.

Mrs. Dials touched on the Retiree Health Insurance Benefits Program that went into

effect July 2023 for retired employees. She explained that four employees had retired

since July 2023, and three retirees had elected Retiree Health Insurance Coverage. She

also spoke about the TOC Wellness benefit that allowed employees up to two hours of

physical fitness leave each week during the workday. She noted that currently sixty

employees were participating in the wellness program.

Mrs. Dials spoke about successful employee events including the Employee Picnic and

Holiday Luncheon, along with the Employee Benefits & Wellness Fair held annually. Mrs.

Dials concluded that the Human Resources Department had several upcoming projects

in 2024, including benefit enrollment, compliance reporting, updating job descriptions,

and recruitment management, among many other projects.

Councilwoman Hicks congratulated the department on a job well done and noted that

the Wellness program was a great benefit for the employees.

CITIZEN COMMENTS 

Chris Waltz, 1370 Rigby Street, commended Councilman Jenkins for signing a disclosure 

statement regarding conflict of interest relating to the potential purchase of property 

downtown. Mr. Waltz also referenced the closed meeting on the agenda and noted the meeting 

was closed to protect the Town's bargaining position. He expressed that when this property was 

first brought before Council in 2021 the mayor had urged Council to pay $425,000 to purchase 
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the property. He added that the property sold later for $351,600. Mr. Waltz expressed concern 

for the inclusion of the mayor in the negotiations for the purchase of the property. 

Mayor Barber explained the town had made an offer for the property, but the offer was turned 

down. 

Elli Travis, Downtown Christiansburg Inc. (DCI), thanked Council for their partnership with DCI 

and stated that over one year ago DCI had updated their mission statement to focus on that 

partnership with Town business owners in the community. Ms. Travis explained that over the 

past six months DCI had witnessed an increase in their partnership and felt that working 

together with the Town of Christiansburg was supporting the advancement of downtown. She 

noted that the Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) met with the Town 

recently concerning the Main Street Program and were impressed with the efforts thus far and 

were ready to progress to the next step. 

Charles Robins, Christiansburg resident, spoke about the frigid temperatures in the area recently 

and questioned where the homeless shelters or warming shelters were in Christiansburg. Mr. 

Robins inquired if there were grants for shelters or a way the homeless in the area could be 

assisted especially during the colder months. 

Mayor Barber noted two public comments had been directed to Council via email; one in favor 

of the Conditional Use Permit before Council located on Roanoke Street and the second 

comment expressed concern for the storage of heavy equipment being used on the site. Mayor 

Barber added that a third comment expressed concern for the lights that remained on after 

hours at the new Christiansburg Huckleberry Park. 

Mayor Barber added that public comments that had been directed to Council would be part of 

the permanent record. 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS

VIII. 

No committee reports. 

DISCUSSION AND ACTION BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. Conditional Use Permit request for Trustees of Blacksburg Church of Christ Missions &

Cole Burch Properties LLC, property owners, and Carter Machinery Company, Inc.,

applicant, to allow for machinery and equipment sales, service and storage, and for a

contractors equipment storage yard, and for rental of equipment commonly used by

contractors, on approximately 5.81 acres located south of Roanoke Street and west of

Simmons Road S.E., also addressed as 2091 and 2095 Roanoke Street including several

vacant parcels (Tax Parcels 499 -((A)) -15; 499 -((16)) -4A, 5-8, 8A, and -9-12; 529 -

((1)) -13-19 and 23-26; 529 -((2)) -4-9; Parcel IDs 007705, 014072, 007704, 014069,

020750, and 230046) zoned 8-3 General Business. The property is designated as Mixed­

Use w/Buffer (Residential/Business) on the Future Land Use Map of the 2013

Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.
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Mayor Barber clarified the Conditional Use Permit request had been passed by the 

Planning Commission with a total of 10 conditions: 

1. Applicant shall install a 6-foot black chain link fence with charcoal grey privacy slats

along the fenced perimeter of the gravel storage lot area.

2. Applicant shall install a double row, staggered, of evergreen screening trees spaced

at 10- foot on center along the SE corner of the Subject Property and between the

screening fence and Simmons Road. All trees shall be 8-foot in height at time of

planting.

3. Hours of Operation shall be from 7:30 am to 7:30 pm Monday through Friday,

Saturday with pickups and drop-offs by appointment only.

4. Storage of inoperable equipment and machinery shall not exceed 15 days.

5. The project shall be constructed in substantial conformance with the approved

masterplan dated December 14, 2023.

6. Prohibit access through Simmons Road to and from the property from 8:00am to

9:00am and 5:00pm to 6:00pm, Monday through Friday.

7. The property will be reviewed 12 months after approval for compliance with

conditions.

8. The property shall be maintained in a clean and orderly manner.

9. There shall not be any steel track machinery stored onsite.

10. Applicant shall preserve the existing wooded buffer area along Geneva Street and

Simmons Road, as shown on the masterplan dated December 14, 2023.

Councilwoman Hicks suggested an entrance be added on Roanoke Street as an 

alternative to Simmons Street so the traffic would not disturb surrounding residents. 

Councilwoman Bowman expressed concern for the number of trucks that would enter 

and exit the property, noting the estimated number had changed several times during 

previous discussions. She agreed with Mrs. Hicks concerning a Roanoke Street entrance 

and exit and expressed the compromise would be a good faith gesture to the 

community. A representative of Carter Machinery explained the only asphalt area on 

site was the area in the front of the property for contractor and employee parking. He 

noted there was also opportunity for lowboy access off Roanoke Street and that 

Simmons Road had been considered a secondary access since the beginning. 

Councilman Bishop made a motion to approve the conditional use permit request to 

allow for Carter Machinery Company, LLC to have a business located at 2091 and 2095 

Roanoke Street and to include 10 conditions noted above, seconded by Councilman 

Wilson. Council voted as follows: Bishop -Aye; Bowman -Abstain; Hicks -Nay; Hockett 

-Aye; Jenkins -Aye; Wilson -Aye.

-Motion Approved

B. Conditional Use Permit request by HS Development II LLC & STMOB LLC, property

owners, and HS Development II LLC, applicant, to allow for a planned housing

development consisting of a 114-unit apartment community on approximately 7.497

acres located at the terminus of Sunset Drive, N.E. (Tax Parcels 436 -((A)) -22A, 23A,
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42, and 43; Parcel IDs 001575, 021982, 007729, and 024266) zoned 8-3 General 
Business. The property is designated as Mixed-Use w/Buffer (Residential/Business) on 
the Future Land Use Map of the 2013 Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan. 

Councilman Wilson made a motion to approve the conditional use permit request to 
allow for a planned housing development located at the terminus of Sunset Drive, N.E. 
as recommended by the Planning Commission, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. 
Council voted as follows: Bishop -Aye; Bowman -Aye; Hicks -Aye; Hockett -Aye; 
Jenkins -Aye; Wilson -Aye. 

-Motion Approved

C. Street vacation request by HS Development II, LLC for the vacation of a 0.151-acre
portion of the existing public street and right-of-way at the southern terminus of Sunset
Drive, N.E.

Councilwoman Hockett made a motion to approve the street vacation request for a 
vacation of a 0.151-acre portion of existing public street and right-of-way at the 
southern terminus of Sunset Drive, N.E., seconded by Councilman Wilson. Council voted 
as follows: Bishop -Aye; Bowman -Aye; Hicks -Aye; Hockett -Aye; Jenkins -Aye; 
Wilson -Aye. 

-Motion Approved

STAFF REPORTS 

A. Town Manager

Mr. Wingfield reminded Council that the Statement of Economic Interests forms are due 
by February 1, 2024. 

B. Town Attorney-no report.

C. Other Staff-no report.

X. COUNCIL REPORTS

Councilwoman Hicks read a citizen's comment pertaining to the field lights at the new 
Huckleberry Park that remained on after hours. Mrs. Hicks agreed and questioned if those lights 
could be turned off when the park was not in use. Mayor Barber explained that Town Manager 
Wingfield would look into this but noted it may relate to security for the park. 

Councilman Wilson reported he had attended the Virginia Main Street presentation with DCI 
previously and expressed that the work and effort they had accomplished was phenomenal. Mr. 
Wilson noted that being accepted into the Virginia Main Street program involved a great deal of 
work and expressed appreciation to the staff at DCI for their commitment. 
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Mr. Wilson also reported the Emergency Services Committee was continuing to work with the 

police and fire departments concerning elected officials' responsibilities during local 

emergencies. 

Mr. Wilson also thanked Public Works, Fire, and Rescue for their hard work during the latest ice 

storm. 

Mr. Wilson added that following the last Town Council meeting, he was conflicted over his 

typical position of not funding the Community Support Grant for the Montgomery Museum of 

Art and History. He explained that several items were discussed and voted on at the previous 

Town Council meeting concerning budget amendments and appropriations for those 

amendments. Mr. Wilson noted that after voting against funding for the Montgomery Museum 

of Art and History he was conflicted. He explained that the Montgomery Museum of Art and 

History funding had not been approved by Council but at this time he would like to place that 

item on a future agenda for more discussion and a vote. 

Councilwoman Hicks expressed concern that Mr. Wilson changed his stance on the Community 

Support for the Montgomery Museum. Mrs. Hicks noted that her position was to not fund the 

museum due to the museum having their own funds. 

Councilman Wilson made a motion to place the Community Grant funding and the 

Appropriation of Funding for the Montgomery Museum of Arts and History back on a future 

agenda for Council discussion and vote, seconded by Councilwoman Hockett. Council voted as 

follows: Bishop - Aye; Bowman - Aye; Hicks - Nay; Hockett - Aye; Jenkins - Abstain; Wilson -

Aye. 

-Motion Approved

Councilwoman Hockett reported that after the last Council meeting, she was conflicted as well 

concerning the increase for Council's salaries. Mrs. Hockett explained that she had been 

consistent in voting no for Council salary increases but did not think Council's time and effort 

was not valuable. She added that she wanted the amount of the increase to be clear and 

transparent before voting. Mrs. Hockett asked that Council salary increases be placed back on a 

future agenda as well. 

Councilwoman Hicks expressed that Council was deserving of a raise but noted that she did not 

agree with doing so after the budget had passed. Mrs. Hicks also expressed concern for the 

community's increase in water bills and taxes and felt it unfair to use taxpayer money to fund 

raises for Council. 

Councilman Bishop questioned Town Attorney Broughton if there was an appropriate time of 

the year that Council should inquire concerning an increase in salary. Mr. Broughton explained 

there was no rule that calls for the request to be at a certain time. Councilwoman Bowman 

added that Council deserved an increase in salary, but the timing was not appropriate and 

mentioned the opportunity for citizens to express their comments on the subject. Mrs. Bowman 

also added that she had voted to add the Montgomery Museum back on a future agenda but 

that her stance would not change on funding. 
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Mayor Barber clarified that citizens did have a chance to comment on the increases to Council 

salaries. 

Councilwoman Hockett made a motion to place the increase in salaries for Town 

Council members back on a future agenda for Council discussion and vote, seconded by 

Councilman Jenkins. Council voted as follows: Bishop - Aye; Bowman - Aye; Hicks - Nay; 

Hockett - Aye; Jenkins - Aye; Wilson - Aye. 

XI. OTHER BUSINESS

A. Closed Meeting:

-Motion Approved

1. Councilwoman Hockett made a motion to enter into a Closed Meeting under Code

of Virginia§ 2.2-3711(A)(3), for the discussion or consideration of the acquisition

of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real

property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body. The Closed Meeting

is being held for discussion of potential purchase of property located in downtown

Christiansburg. Councilman Bishop seconded the motion and Council voted as

follows: Bishop - Aye; Bowman - Aye; Hicks - Aye; Hockett - Aye; Jenkins -

Abstain; Wilson - Aye.

-Motion Approved

Councilman Jenkins read a disclosure statement he had previously signed 

pertaining to his employment with the Montgomery Museum of Art and History 

and abstaining from discussions and votes pertaining to the museum. 

2. Reconvene in Open Meeting

3. Councilwoman Hockett made a motion to certify that the Town Council of the

Town of Christiansburg meeting in Closed Meeting, to the best of each member's

knowledge, discussed only the matters lawfully exempt from open meeting

requirements by Virginia Law and only such matters as are identified in the

Resolution to enter into Closed Meeting. Councilman Wilson seconded the motion

and Council voted as follows: Bishop - Aye; Bowman - Aye; Hicks - Aye; Hockett -

Aye; Jenkins - Abstain; Wilson - Aye.

4. Council action on the matters

-Motion Approved

Mayor Barber explained that Council had extended guidelines to Town Manager

Wingfield and Assistant Town Manager Warren and would most likely have

discussion in future closed meetings. Mayor Barber added there was no decision

at this time.
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Councilwoman Hicks addressed Mr. Robins pertaining to his public comment 

earlier concerning homeless shelters in the area. Mrs. Hicks suggested he reach 

out to Montgomery County Supervisors as well. She added that there were 

currently organizations and churches in the community that could possibly assist. 

Councilwoman Hockett suggested the To Our House group in Radford that 

provides shelter and meals. 

Councilwoman Bowman noted this was a growing problem for the entire New 

River Valley. She added that the AGAPE Center has helped feed those in need in 

the community and that hopefully organizations could gather and help make a 

difference soon. 

XII. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to bring before Council, Mayor Barber adjourned the meeting at 

8:40 p.m. 

D. Michael Barber, Mayor


