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Resolution of the 
Town of Christiansburg 
Planning Commission 


 


Conditional Use Permit Application 
 


 WHEREAS the Christiansburg Planning Commission, acting upon a request by the Christiansburg 
Town Council to study a request made by Crimper’s Climbing Gym (agent for property owner Epperly 
Elite Training Center, LLC) for a private recreational facility at 100 Central Avenue (tax parcel 467 – 
((18)) – 1) in the B-3 General Business District, has found following a duly advertised Joint Public 
Hearing with Council that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practices 
(permit / do not permit) the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to Crimper’s Climbing Gym 
(agent for property owner Epperly Elite Training Center, LLC) for a private recreational facility at 100 
Central Avenue (tax parcel 467 – ((18)) – 1) in the B-3 General Business District. 
 


 THEREFORE be it resolved that the Christiansburg Planning Commission (recommends / does not 
recommend) that the Christiansburg Town Council approve the Conditional Use Permit with the following 
conditions: 
 


1. The previously approved Conditional Use Permit for a private school on this property shall be 
considered void. 


2. Hours of operation shall be limited to between 5:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m. 
3. There shall be no excessive noise between 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. 
4. This permit is subject to inspections and approval of the facilities and equipment by the Fire 


Marshall, Building Official, and Rescue Squad Captain.  The Town of Christiansburg requires that 
the applicants use and maintain the facilities and equipment in accordance with equipment 
manufacturer's guidelines. 


5. This permit shall be valid for the applicants only and is nontransferable. 
6. This operation shall make provisions for adequate emergency access including ensuring street access 


is not obstructed. 
7. This permit shall be subject to review by the Planning Commission in one year. 


 


Dated this the 12th day of December 2011. 
       __________________________________ 
       Craig Moore, Chairperson 
       Christiansburg Planning Commission 
 


The above Resolution was adopted on motion by Dorsett seconded by Sowers at a meeting of the Planning 
Commission following the posting of a public hearing notice upon the property and a duly advertised joint 
public hearing on the above request on December 6, 2011.  Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the 
foregoing resolution, the Commission members present throughout all deliberations on the foregoing and 
voting or abstaining, stood as indicated opposite their names as follows: 
 


 MEMBERS AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 
 


 Barry Akers  X 
 


 Mark M. Caldwell, III    X 
  


 Ann H. Carter  X 
  


 M. H. Dorsett, AICP  X 


 


 Craig Moore, Chairperson    X 
 


 Joe Powers, Vice-Chairperson  X 
 


 Jennifer D. Sowers  X 
  


 James Vanhoozier  X 
 


____________________________ ______________________________ 
Craig Moore, Chairperson                Randy Wingfield, Secretary Non-voting 
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A M E N D E D   A G E N D A


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN COUNCIL
CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN HALL


100 EAST MAIN STREET


 DECEMBER 20, 2011 – 7:30 P.M.


Citizens may address Council during the Public Hearing and Citizen Hearing portions of the meeting and are asked to
observe the following: ● Speak at the podium ● Clearly state your name and address ● Direct your comments only to
Council ● Please limit speaking time to no more than five minutes ● Following closure of the Citizen Hearings, further
public comment will generally not be permitted.


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE


REGULAR MEETING


I.       CALL TO ORDER 
Approval of Minutes.


II.      CITIZEN HEARINGS
1. Mr. Art Price, Director of Parks and Recreation to update Council on activities at the Recreation Department.


2. Ms. Valerie Tweedie, Finance Director/Treasurer, to present the Fiscal Year 2010 – 2011 Town audit.


3. Planning Commission recommendations on:
a. Conditional Use Permit request by Crimper’s Climbing Gym (agent for property owner Epperly Elite Training


Center, LLC) for a private recreational facility at 100 Central Avenue (tax parcel 467-((18))-1) in the B-3
General Business District.  The Public Hearing was held on December 6, 2011.


b. Increase of fees for separate Public Hearings.  The Public Hearing was held on December 6, 2011.


4. Citizens' Comments.


III.     DISCUSSIONS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS
1. Depot Park proposal (Councilman Huppert).


2. Update and discussion regarding wayfinding signs (Councilman Showalter).


3. Discussion on new banners for the downtown light poles (Councilman Showalter).


4. Reappointment of Mr. Steve Simmons and Mr. Bert Locklin to the Aquatic Advisory Board.


5. Consideration of a Resolution in support of a Planning Commission Leave of Absence Policy.


IV.    TOWN MANAGER’S REPORTS
1. Progress Reports


V.      ADJOURNMENT







The next Regular Town Council meeting will be held at the Christiansburg Town Hall on Tuesday, January 3, 2012 at 7:30
P.M.  








Christiansburg Monthly Report 


CHRISTIANSBURG 


Tuesday Route Launch 
On Tuesday, November 15th Blacksburg Transit launched 


the Tuesday route a connector service 


Hearth retirement community and LewisGale Hospital 


Montgomery.  Unfortunately the weather did not cooperate 


and was very similar to the weather


Christiansburg service, cold and rainy!


weather we had a great turnout with residents showing up 


to ride. The very first passenger used it to get to the 


Hospital for her volunteering position!


 


Prior to the launch of the service BT held several travel 


training sessions.  Staff gave a short presentation about the 


service, educating Warm Hearth residents on stop 


locations, the route and what services are av


them.  The sessions culminated with a short trip on the 


bus, allowing passengers an opportunity to familiarize 


themselves with boarding a vehicle, especially with 


mobility devices. 


 


 


 


  
“The bus service supplies excellent services to 


convenient stops over Christiansburg.”


 


December 2011 


CHRISTIANSBURG MONTHLY REPORT 


December 2011 


Blacksburg Transit launched 


service between the Warm 


Hearth retirement community and LewisGale Hospital 


he weather did not cooperate 


and was very similar to the weather when we launched the 


Christiansburg service, cold and rainy!  In spite of the 


weather we had a great turnout with residents showing up 


first passenger used it to get to the 


Hospital for her volunteering position! 


Prior to the launch of the service BT held several travel 


training sessions.  Staff gave a short presentation about the 


earth residents on stop 


what services are available to 


them.  The sessions culminated with a short trip on the 


bus, allowing passengers an opportunity to familiarize 


themselves with boarding a vehicle, especially with 


A Tuesday route passenger from Warm 


Hearth.  Many of our riders were 


interested in traveling to Christiansburg to 


go shopping at the Mall or to get to 


Doctor’s appointments.


“The bus service supplies excellent services to 


convenient stops over Christiansburg.” 


Explorer Gold Passenger, November 2011 
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A Tuesday route passenger from Warm 


Hearth.  Many of our riders were 


interested in traveling to Christiansburg to 


go shopping at the Mall or to get to 


octor’s appointments. 







Christiansburg Monthly Report December 2011 Page 2 


Holiday Hours 


Dates (FY 12) Start End Start End


Black Friday 7:15 a.m. 9:45 p.m. 7 a.m. 10 p.m.


Saturday after Thanksgiving 8:15 a.m. 10:45 p.m. 8 a.m. 11 p.m.


Fri 12/16 7:15 a.m. 9:45 p.m. 7 a.m. 10 p.m.


Sat 12/17 8 a.m. 11 p.m.


Sun 12/18


Mon - Thurs 12/19 -12/22 7:15 a.m. 9:45 p.m. 7 a.m. 10 p.m.


Fri 12/23 7:15 a.m. 9:45 p.m. 7 a.m. 10 p.m.


Sat 12/24 - Christmas Eve 8:15 a.m. 6:45 p.m. 8 a.m. 7 p.m.


Sun 12/25 - Christmas Day


Sat 12/31 - New Years Eve 8:15 a.m. 6:45 p.m. 8 a.m. 7 p.m.


Explorer


No Service


No Service


No Service


Go Anywhere


No Service


No Service


 
 


 


Ridership Review 
The combined ridership total (including Go Anywhere, Explorer and Commuter) for October 


2011 was 2,538, an increase of over 1,000 when compared to October 2010.   


 


The chart below shows ridership for the last six months compared to the same six months last 


year.  Ridership has increased significantly, typically doubling over the prior year, and continues 


to do so month after month! 


 


Why do we compare month to month?  It is important to compare month to month so that all 


variables (such as weather, number of service days, local events, etc) are as similar as possible.  


For example, comparing February to July would give an opposite weather conditions and a 


varying number of service days.  Comparing different months also doesn’t account for customer 


travel patterns which can change depending on which month customers typically take 


vacations; the weather; or simply whether Virginia Tech is in full service or not.   Comparing the 


ridership of these two months would not provide an accurate evaluation.  


“I love that you guys do this for people that don’t have a car or able to 


drive.” 


 James E. Smith Jr., Go Anywhere & Explorer passenger, Nov 2011 
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Service Changes:  


1/1/10 marked the end of Holiday Hours.


1/31/10 marked the end of Fare Free.


10/1/11 marked the start of $0.50 fare for Go Anywhere route


10/18/10 marked the start of expanded service hours.


3/31/11 marked the termination of the Shopper Express route.


8/1/11 marked the launch of the enhanced Explorer route.
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


“Every Monday, on the Explorer route, a woman, who works at Christiansburg's 


Kroger, uses the service to transport her two children to daycare. Upon dropping off 


her children, she returns to work on the Explorer…Every time she boards the bus, the 


woman proclaims her thanks for the service and expresses her desire for BT to expand 


the Christiansburg service. Lastly, her oldest daughter, who is three years old, gets a 


big thrill to ride the bus.” 


 Wendell Smith, Explorer driver, submitted November 2011 
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Explorer  
Ridership on the Explorer route continues to exceed previous ridership totals for the same time 


frame. 
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Explorer Ridership


Comparing FY 10 to FY 11 from May through October
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Service Changes:  


1/1/10 marked the end of Holiday Hours.


1/31/10 marked the end of Fare Free.


10/18/10 marked the start of expanded service hours and the elimination of Saturday service.


8/1/11 marked the launch of the enhanced Explorer route.


 
Explorer Courtesy Stops 


A total of 24 courtesy stops, or stops at locations off-route took place.  Examples of locations 


served are:  Red Oak Drive (two blocks north of Arbor Drive intersection with North Franklin), 


Wheatland Hills retirement home and to the High School on Independence Drive. 


 


Go Anywhere 
Ridership for October 2011 continued to increase over October 2010.  Noticeably, the increase 


is not as large as earlier months.  This can be attributed to the decreased fare that began in 


October 2010; once the reduction from $2.00 per trip to $0.50 per trip took place ridership 


began to increase fairly substantially. 


 


During the month of October a total 68 same day trips were denied.  These denied trips are 


anytime a customer calls in to request a trip for a particular day/time and we are unable to 


meet the request, additional options are offered but sometimes this still does not meet the 


customers’ needs.   


 


BT is currently looking at a better way to track this information to allow for better analysis so 


that we can determine if there are certain times of the day, certain days of the week/month 


that are more prevalent than others and determine if any patterns exist.  We hope to have this 


in place by January. 
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Comparing FY 10 to FY 11 from May through October
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Service Changes:  
1/1/10 marked the end of Holiday Hours.


1/31/10 marked the end of Fare Free.


10/1/11 marked the start of $0.50 fare.


10/18/10 marked the start of expanded service hours.


For the second year in a row, BT was able to provide service for the Ghost T


event through the Go Anywhere route;


“The drivers are always very professional and courteous!”


 Steve Sandy, Go Anywhere & Smartway passenger, Nov 2011


“Bus is great and drivers are awesome, just early pickups [are] 


hard to get, but you’re great!”


 Lilmama33024, Go


December 2011 
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group trips of 4 or more.  Pre
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10/18/10 marked the start of expanded service hours.


For the second year in a row, BT was able to provide service for the Ghost Tours Halloween 


event through the Go Anywhere route; 138 people were carried for this event! 


“The drivers are always very professional and courteous!” 


Steve Sandy, Go Anywhere & Smartway passenger, Nov 2011 


Artwork from the exterior of the 


Christiansburg buses. 


“Bus is great and drivers are awesome, just early pickups [are] 


hard to get, but you’re great!” 


Lilmama33024, Go Anywhere passenger, Nov 2011 
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Go Anywhere Passengers per Revenue Hour


November 2010 - October 2011


Blacksburg - BT Access Go Anywhere, including Group Trips:  Pre-paid Fares Industry Standard Go Anywhere, excluding Group Trips:  Pre-paid Fares


The Go Anywhere service exceeds the industry 


standard of 2 passengers per revenue hour.


 
There were no Aquatic Center shuttles during October, resulting in the passengers per hour for 


Go Anywhere and the Go Anywhere pre-paid trips being the same rate for October (2011).   


 


New Customers 


New customers continue to sign up for the Go Anywhere service, bringing the total passengers 


signed up since November 2009 to 1,145!  With a total of 23 months of service, we are still 


maintaining an average of 50 new passengers sign up each month! 


 


Month
Number of New 


Passengers Added
Pre-Route Match (4.2 months) 227


April, 2010 33


May, 2010 44


June, 2010 33


July, 2010 33


August, 2010 42


September, 2010 36


October, 2010 58


November, 2010 59


December, 2010 78


January, 2011 61


February, 2011 50


March, 2011 54


April, 2011 39


May, 2011 52


June, 2011 51


July, 2011 58


August, 2011 54


September, 2011 47


October, 2011 36


Total 1145


Average/Month 49.35


Unique New Passengers - Go Anywhere Route
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BT Commuter Service 
The commuter route has now been operational for ten months with ridership continuing to 


increase.  From what we have seen so far, ridership on the Commuter route is closely related to 


the Virginia Tech semester schedule.  Targeted promotion of the service is planned, we would 


like to increase the number of regular riders and hopefully fill the bus! 
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Commuter Riders


Note:  Averages shown are based on the actual


number of indivdual people riding each morning 
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Town of Christiansburg  
Planning Commission By-Laws 


Definitions 
 
“Commission” refers to the Town of Christiansburg Planning Commission. 
 
“Town” refers to the Town of Christiansburg. 
 
“Town Council” refers the Town of Christiansburg Town Council, which is the governing body 
of the locality. 
 
Authority for Planning Commission 
 
State Authority 
 
The Town of Christiansburg Planning Commission operates under authority of Code of Virginia 
§ 15.2-2210. 
 
Town Authority 
 
The authority for the Town of Christiansburg Planning Commission is found in Article VI. 
Planning Commission of Chapter 2 “Administration” of the Christiansburg Town Code. 
 
Authority for Creation of By-laws:  
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2217, the Commission shall adopt rules for the transaction 
of business and shall keep a record of its transactions which shall be a public record. 
 
Composition/Membership 
 
The Commission shall consist of not fewer than five (5) members nor more than fifteen (15) 
members, appointed by the Town Council, all of whom shall be residents of the Town, qualified 
by knowledge and experience to make decisions on questions of community growth and 
development; provided that at least one-half (1/2) of the members so appointed shall be owners 
of real property. 
 
One member of the Commission may be a member of the Town Council. The term of this 
member shall be coextensive with the term of office to which he has been elected, unless the 
Town Council, at the first regular meeting each year, appoints another to serve as its 
representative.  Members of the Commission shall be appointed for terms of four (4) years each. 
 
Any vacancy in the membership of the Commission shall be filled by appointment by the Town 
Council and such appointment in the case of an appointed member shall be for the unexpired 
term. 
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With the consent of Town Council or the Commission, the Planning Director, the Zoning 
Administrator, or similar official (staff member) may serve as Secretary of the Commission as a 
non-voting member; otherwise, the Secretary shall be selected from the voting membership. 
 
All members of the Commission may be compensated for their services at the discretion of the 
Town Council. 
 
Any appointed member of the Commission may be removed by the Town Council for neglect of 
duty or malfeasance in office; provided, that such removal may be made only after a public 
hearing at which such member shall be given an opportunity to appear and be heard on the 
charges against him. 
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2212, a member of the Commission may be removed from 
office by Town Council without limitation in the event that the member is absent from any three 
consecutive meetings of the Commission, or is absent from any four meetings of the 
Commission within any 12-month period.  Meetings missed while on leave of absence or with 
permission granted by Town Council will not be counted as absence from a meeting for 
purposes of this section. 
 
Powers and Duties 
 
The Commission shall act in accordance with Article VI. Planning Commission of Chapter 2 
“Administration” of the Christiansburg Town Code. 
 
In the case of any conflict between these by-laws and Article VI. Planning Commission of 
Chapter 2 “Administration” of the Christiansburg Town Code, Article VI shall supersede these 
by-laws. 
 
In the case of any conflict between these by-laws and Code of Virginia, Code of Virginia shall 
supersede these by-laws. 
 
According to Code Virginia § 15.2-2221 and § 15.2-2223, local planning commission duties 
shall include:  
 


1. Exercise general supervision of, and make regulations for, the administration of 
its affairs;  


 
2.  Prescribe rules pertaining to its investigations and hearings;  


 
3.  Supervise its fiscal affairs and responsibilities, under rules and regulations as 
prescribed by the Town Council;  


 
4.  Keep a complete record of its proceedings; and be responsible for the custody 
and preservation of its papers and documents;  


 
5.  Make recommendations and an annual report to the Council concerning the 
operation of the Commission and the status of planning within its jurisdiction;  
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6.  Prepare, publish and distribute reports, ordinances and other material relating 
to its activities;  


 
7.  Prepare and submit an annual budget in the manner prescribed by the Town 
Council;  


 
8.  If deemed advisable, establish an advisory committee or committees; and 
 
9. Prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the physical development of 
the territory within its jurisdiction and the Town Council shall adopt a 
comprehensive plan for the territory under its jurisdiction.  


 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2239, the Commission may, and at the direction of the 
Town Council shall, prepare and revise annually a capital improvement program based on the 
comprehensive plan of the Town for a period not to exceed the ensuing five years. The 
Commission shall submit the program annually to the Town Council, or to the chief 
administrative officer or other official charged with preparation of the budget for the Town, at 
such time as it or he/she shall direct. The capital improvement program shall include the 
Commission's recommendations, and estimates of cost of the facilities, including any road 
improvement and any transportation improvement the Town chooses to include in its capital 
improvement plan and as provided for in the comprehensive plan, and the means of financing 
them, to be undertaken in the ensuing fiscal year and in a period not to exceed the next four 
years, as the basis of the capital budget for the Town. In the preparation of its capital budget 
recommendations, the Commission shall consult with the chief administrative officer or other 
executive head of the Town, the heads of departments and interested citizens and organizations 
and shall hold such public hearings as it deems necessary.  
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2253, the Commission on its own initiative may or at the 
request of the Town Council shall prepare and recommend amendments to the subdivision 
ordinance. The procedure for amendments shall be the same as for the preparation and 
recommendation and approval and adoption of the original ordinance; provided that no 
amendment shall be adopted by the Town Council without a reference of the proposed 
amendment to the Commission for recommendation, nor until sixty days after such reference, if 
no recommendation is made by the Commission. 
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2285, the Commission may, and at the direction of Town 
Council shall, prepare a proposed zoning ordinance including a map or maps showing the 
division of the territory into districts and a text setting forth the regulations applying in each 
district. The Commission shall hold at least one public hearing on a proposed ordinance or any 
amendment of an ordinance, after notice as required by § 15.2-2204, and may make appropriate 
changes in the proposed ordinance or amendment as a result of the hearing. Upon the completion 
of its work, the Commission shall present the proposed ordinance or amendment including the 
district maps to the governing body together with its recommendations and appropriate 
explanatory materials. 
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2286, a zoning ordinance may include, among other 
things, reasonable regulations and provisions as to the following matters:  For the amendment of 
the regulations or district maps from time to time, or for their repeal. Whenever the public 
necessity, convenience, general welfare, or good zoning practice requires, Town Council may by 
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ordinance amend, supplement, or change the regulations, district boundaries, or classifications of 
property. Any such amendment may be initiated (i) by resolution of Town Council; (ii) by 
motion of the Commission; or (iii) by petition of the owner, contract purchaser with the owner's 
written consent, or the owner's agent, of the property which is the subject of the proposed zoning 
map amendment, addressed to Town Council or the Commission, who shall forward such 
petition to Town Council; however, the ordinance may provide for the consideration of proposed 
amendments only at specified intervals of time, and may further provide that substantially the 
same petition will not be reconsidered within a specific period, not exceeding one year. Any such 
resolution or motion by Town Council or the Commission proposing the rezoning shall state the 
above public purposes. 
 
The Commission retains all other duties and powers as set out in the Code of Virginia. 
 
Officers 
 
According to Code of Virginia § 15.2-2217, the Commission shall elect from the appointed 
members a chairperson and a vice-chairperson, whose terms shall be for one year. If authorized 
by the Town Council, the Commission may (i) create and fill such other offices as it deems 
necessary; (ii) appoint such employees and staff as it deems necessary for its work; and (iii) 
contract with consultants for such services as it requires. The expenditures of the Commission, 
exclusive of gifts or grants, shall be within the amounts appropriated for such purpose by the 
Town Council.  
 
Elections for officers shall be held at the first regular Commission meeting in December.  
Nomination of officers from the floor shall be permitted.  A candidate receiving a majority vote 
of the membership present and voting shall be declared elected.  The elected Commission 
member shall take office January 1st and serve for one (1) year. 
 
With the consent of Town Council or the Commission, the Planning Director, the Zoning 
Administrator, or similar official (staff member) may serve as Secretary of the Commission as a 
non-voting member; otherwise, the Secretary shall be selected from the voting membership. 
 
Duties of Officers 
 
The Chairperson shall:  
 


1. Preside at all meetings. 
 
2. Appoint committees, special and/or standing, and liaisons. 
 
3. Rule on all procedural questions or shall defer procedural questions to the 
Secretary.  Rulings on all procedural questions may be subject to a reversal by a 
majority vote of the members present and voting. 
 
4. Be informed immediately of any official communication and report same at the 
next regular meeting. 
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5. Represent the Commission before the Town Council and other public bodies 
except when this responsibility has been delegated to an appropriate official or 
other Commission member. 
 
6. Carry out other duties as assigned by the Commission. 


 
The Vice-Chairperson shall:  


 
1. Act in the absence or inability of the Chairperson to act. 
 
2. Perform such duties and possess such powers as are conferred upon the 
Chairperson. 
 
3. Perform such other duties as may from time to time be assigned to him/her by 
the Chairperson or by the Commission. 


 
The Secretary shall:  


 
1. Maintain a written record of all Commission business. 
 
2. Record attendance at all Commission meetings. 
 
3. Give notice to Commission members and the public of all hearings and 
meetings. 
 
4. Attend to the correspondence of the Commission. 
 
5. Perform such other duties as may from time to time be assigned to him/her by 
the Chairperson or by the Commission. 
 
6.  Delegate certain duties and responsibilities to available Town staff as 
appropriate. 


 
Meetings 
 


Regular Meetings 
 
Regular Commission meetings shall be held six (6) days following regularly scheduled Town 
Council meetings.  If the regular meeting date falls on a Town holiday, the meeting will be held 
the following business day.  The Chairperson may reschedule or cancel regular meetings, if 
deemed necessary.  The Commission agenda shall be set by the Chairperson and/or Secretary 
and shall be published by the Commission Secretary. 
 
All meetings of the Commission shall be open to the public and records of the Commission shall 
be a public record as required by the Virginia Freedom of Information Act. The Commission 
may meet in closed sessions only for the purposes stated in that Act. 
 
Regular meetings of the Commission may be continued to a following date if the Chairperson, or 
Vice-Chairperson (if the Chairperson is unable to act), finds and declares that weather or other 
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conditions are such that it is hazardous for members to attend the meeting.  Such finding shall be 
communicated to the members and by Town agenda notification as promptly as possible.  All 
hearings and other matters previously advertised for such meeting shall be conducted at the 
continued meeting and no further advertisement is required. 
 
Each regular meeting shall begin with a period of public comment, allowing for five (5) minutes 
per each citizen.  If the Chairperson deems it necessary, the time limit may be extended.  Public 
comment may also be heard throughout the agenda at the discretion of the Chairperson.   
 
Public Hearings 
 
The Commission shall hold such public hearings as are required by law.  The purpose, time, and 
place of such public hearings shall be published according to Code of Virginia §15.2-2204.  In 
addition to those required by law, the Commission may hold public hearings on any matter 
which it deems to be in the public interest. 
 
Quorum & Voting 
 
A majority of the voting-eligible membership of the Commission shall constitute a quorum.  
Voting shall not occur without the presence of a quorum.  Recommendations and decisions of the 
Commission shall be deemed as affirmative by the majority vote of those present and voting.  
Abstentions are not considered voting.   
 
Procedure 
 
The Commission shall conduct business according to Article VI. Planning Commission of 
Chapter 2 “Administration” of the Christiansburg Town Code and shall utilize Robert’s Rules of 
Order as guidance in questions of procedure. 
 
Leave of absence 
 
Town Council may authorize leave of absence for Planning Commission members for 
reasons such as health of the member or of a family member, members being called to 
military service, and other extraordinary reasons. 
 
Committees 
 
The Commission may establish special and standing committees for advisory, technical, or other 
purposes as it shall deem necessary for the transaction of its affairs.  The Chairperson may 
appoint special committees for the purposes and under the terms determined by the Commission.  
Each committee shall include at least one member of the Commission.   
 
Amendments or Suspension of By-laws 
 
These by-laws may be changed by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the total voting-eligible 
Commission membership. The Commission may temporarily suspend any of these rules by a 
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the membership present. 
 
 


* Adopted 2-14-2011; amended 11-28-2011; amended 12-12-2011. 
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AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 17-10, GRAVEL SHOOTERS, 
AIRGUNS, ETC.; DISCHARGING, OF CHAPTER 17 “OFFENSES—


MISCELLANEOUS” OF THE CHRISTIANSBURG TOWN CODE TO ALLOW 
THE DISCHARGE OF PNEUMATIC GUNS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY UNDER 
CERTAIN CONDITIONS, AND TO ADOPT NEW SECTIONS 17-26 AND 17-27 


IN REGARDS TO FIREARMS, BOWS, AND URBAN ARCHERY 
 
 


WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia, § 15.2-915.4 allows the Town to regulate the 
use of pneumatic guns; and 
 
 WHEREAS, § 15.2-915.4 has recently been amended by the General Assembly 
of Virginia to require the Town to allow the discharge of pneumatic guns on private 
property within the Town under certain conditions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Council desires to amend Section 17-10 of the Town Code to 
comply with this recent amendment to the Virginia Code and allow the discharge of 
pneumatic guns and bows on private property as set forth below as well as amend 
provisions in regards to firearms, bows, and urban archery by adoption of new Sections 
17-26 and 17-27. 
 
 THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Town Council of the Town of 
Christiansburg, Virginia that Section 17-10, Gravel shooters, airguns, etc.; discharging, of 
Chapter 17 “Offenses—Miscellaneous” of the Town of Christiansburg Code, be amended 
as follows:  
 
Sec. 17-10. Gravel shooters, airguns, Pneumatic guns etc.; discharging, penalty. 
 


A. Any person who shall anywhere in the Town discharge any firearm, shot, stones, 
gravel, BB, pellet, paintball or any similar things object from a gravel shooter, airgun, 
loaded weapon pneumatic gun or similar implement, except as authorized by this 
ordinance the Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, shall be guilty of a class 13 
misdemeanor punishable as provided in Section 1-6, but police officers and other law 
enforcement officers are excluded. 
 


The provisions of Section 17-10 shall not apply when discharging an arrow from a bow 
for the purposes of deer hunting within the Town of Christiansburg limits during the 
Early Special Urban Archery Season, the Special Early Archery Season, the General 
Firearms Deer season or during the Special Late Archery Season, as designated in 
regulations set forth by the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, under the 
following conditions: 
 


1. On land that is five (5) acres or more of continuous area, approved by the 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, the Town Manager and the Chief of 
Police, and  
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2. The landowner has applied for an annual permit from the Town Manager to use 
their property for purpose of archery hunting. 
 


3. All persons participating must register with the Christiansburg Police Department, 
providing written evidence from the landowner granting permission to use their 
property for archery hunting. 
 


4. Any person discharging a bow shall, at all times, while engaged in such activity, 
have in his possession written permission from the landowner to discharge such a 
weapon on his premises. 
 


5. Agreement shall be made between the participant and landowner in reference to 
field dress. 
 


6. All participants must abide by all applicable sections of the Virginia State Code 
and Virginia Hunting Regulations: 
 
a. Discharge of a bow must be done from an elevated stand with a minimum 


height of 12 (twelve) feet. 
 


b. No person shall discharge a bow within 100 yards of any dwelling, building, 
street, sidewalk, alley, roadway, public land or public place within Town 
limits. 
 


c. No person shall discharge a bow from, over or across any street, sidewalk, 
alley, roadway, or public land or public place within Town limits or toward 
any building or dwelling in such a manner that an arrow may strike it. 
 


d. No person shall hunt deer within the Town limits by use of dog or dogs. 
 


e. Special Urban Archery Season is restricted to hunting anterless deer only. 
 


f. Any person engaging in deer hunting must dispose of deer carcasses 
appropriately. 


 
B. For the purpose of this Section, “pneumatic gun” means any implement designed as a gun 


that will expel a BB, pellet, paintball, or similar object by action of pneumatic pressure. 
 
C. Pneumatic guns may be used at facilities approved for shooting ranges or 


paintball courses, on other property where pneumatic guns may be discharged lawfully, 
or on or within private property with permission of the owner or legal possessor.  
Commercial operation of shooting ranges, paintball courses, and similar forms of public 
amusement utilizing pneumatic guns shall comply with Chapter 30 “Zoning” in terms of 
commercial use as an amusement center. 


 
D. Use of pneumatic guns must be conducted with reasonable care to prevent a 


projectile from crossing the bounds of the property. "Reasonable care" means that the 
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pneumatic gun is being discharged so that the projectile will be contained on the property 
by a backstop, earthen embankment, or fence.  The discharge of projectiles across or over 
the bounds of the property shall create the rebuttable presumption that the use of the 
pneumatic gun was not conducted with reasonable care. 


 
E. Minors may use such implements only under the following conditions: 


 
1.  Minors under the age of 16 must be supervised by a parent, guardian, or other 


adult supervisor approved by a parent or guardian and shall be responsible for 
obeying all laws, regulations, and restrictions governing the use thereof. 
 


2. Minors 16-18 years of age must have the written or verbal consent of a parent 
or guardian and shall be responsible for obeying all laws, regulations and 
restrictions governing the use thereof. 
 


(Code 1972, § 21-13; Ord. 2003-7 of 9-2-03) 
 
 AND THEREFORE, be it further ordained by the Town Council of the Town of 
Christiansburg, Virginia that Chapter 17 “Offenses—Miscellaneous” of the Town of 
Christiansburg Code, be amended by the addition of Sections 17-26 and 17-27 as follows:  
 
Sec. 17-26. Discharge and storage of firearms; penalty. 
 
A. Any person who shall willfully discharge or cause to be discharged any firearm or 
similar implement within the corporate limits of the Town or in a manner to cause any 
bullet, shot, or similar object to travel through the corporate limits of the Town by 
discharge of a firearm shall be guilty of a class 1 misdemeanor, punishable as provided in 
Section 1-6; provided, that this provision shall not apply to the following: 
 


1. Discharge of a firearm by any law enforcement officer in the performance of 
official duties 
 


2. Discharge of a firearm by any person whose such willful act is otherwise 
justifiable or excusable at law in the protection of life or property 
 


3. Discharge of a firearm in association with the commercial operation of an indoor 
firearms shooting range provided the indoor firearms shooting range complies 
with Chapter 30 “Zoning” in terms of commercial use as an indoor shooting 
range. Reasonable care shall be given to ensure any bullet, shot or other discharge 
from firearms do not cross property lines in regards to deer hunting on parcels of 
five acres or more with permission of the property owner in the Agricultural 
Zoning District.   
 


4. Deer hunting on parcels of five acres or more with permission of the property 
owner in the Agricultural Zoning District.  Reasonable care shall be given to 
ensure bullets, shot or other discharge from firearms do not cross property lines in 
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regards to deer hunting on parcels of five acres or more with permission of the 
property owner in the Agricultural Zoning District. 
 


5. Any discharge of a firearm that is otherwise specifically authorized by law. 
 
B. For the purpose of this Section, "firearm" means any weapon that will or is designed to 
or may readily be converted to expel single or multiple projectiles by the action of an 
explosion of a combustible material; or the frame or receiver of any such weapon. 
 
C. Discharge of a firearm in conjunction with deer hunting must be conducted with 
reasonable care to prevent a projectile from crossing the bounds of the property. 
"Reasonable care" in terms of deer hunting means that the firearm is being discharged so 
that the projectile will be contained on the property by a backstop, earthen embankment, 
or fence.  "Reasonable care" in terms of the operation of a commercial indoor firearms 
shooting range means that the firearm is being discharged so that the projectile(s) will be 
contained in the building housing the indoor firearms shooting range.  The discharge of a 
firearm causing projectile(s) to cross over the bounds of the property for deer hunting or 
the discharge of a firearm causing the projectile(s) to exit outside of the building for 
indoor firearms shooting ranges shall create the rebuttable presumption that the use of the 
firearm was not conducted with reasonable care. 
 
D. Minors may discharge firearms and similar implements only under the following 
conditions: 
 


1. Minors under the age of 16 must be supervised by a parent, guardian, or other 
adult supervisor approved by a parent or guardian and shall be responsible for 
obeying all laws, regulations, and restrictions governing the use thereof. 
 


2. Minors 16-18 years of age must have the written or verbal consent of a parent or 
guardian and shall be responsible for obeying all laws, regulations and restrictions 
governing the use thereof. 


 
E. The FireChief/Fire Marshall and the Building Official shall have the authority to 
regulate the storage of firearms, ammunition, and ammunition supplies including 
gunpowder or other explosives. 
 
Sec. 17-27. Archery, urban archery, discharge of bows; exemptions; penalty. 
 
A. Any person who shall willfully discharge or cause to be discharged any bow or similar 
implement within the corporate limits of the Town or in a manner to cause any arrow, 
crossbow quarrel, bolt, or similar object to travel through the corporate limits of the 
Town by discharge of a bow shall be guilty of a class 3 misdemeanor, punishable as 
provided in Section 1-6; provided, that this provision shall not apply to the following: 
 


1. Discharge of a bow by any law enforcement officer in the performance of official 
duties 
 







Ord. 2011-__ 


5 
 


2. Discharge of a bow by any person whose such willful act is otherwise justifiable 
or excusable at law in the protection of life or property 
 


3. Discharge of a bow in association with the commercial operation of an indoor or 
outdoor shooting range provided the indoor or outdoor shooting range complies 
with Chapter 30 “Zoning” in terms of commercial use as an indoor or outdoor 
shooting range. Reasonable care shall be given to ensure any arrow, quarrel, bolt, 
or other discharge from bows do not cross property lines in regards to deer 
hunting on parcels of five acres or more with permission of the property owner in 
the Agricultural Zoning District.   
 


4. Deer hunting on parcels of five acres or more with permission of the property 
owner in the Agricultural Zoning District.  Reasonable care shall be given to 
ensure arrows, quarrel, bolt, or other discharge from bows do not cross property 
lines in regards to deer hunting on parcels of five acres or more with permission 
of the property owner in the Agricultural Zoning District. 
 


5. Discharge of a bow on or within private property with permission of the property 
owner or legal possessor. 
 


6. Any discharge of a bow that is otherwise specifically authorized by law. 
 
B. For the purpose of this Section, “bow” means any implement designed as a weapon 
that will expel an arrow, quarrel, bolt, or similar object by action of elastic energy or 
tension pressure.  
 
C. Subject to the provisions of this Section, discharging an arrow from a bow is lawful 
for the purposes of deer hunting within the Town of Christiansburg limits during Urban 
Archery Season, the Early Archery Season, the General Firearms Deer season or during 
the Late Archery Season, as designated in regulations set forth by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, under the following conditions: 


 
1. Except for target shooting, discharge of archery equipment is restricted to land 


consisting of five (5) acres or more that is approved by the Town Manager and the 
Chief of Police. 


 
2. Hunters must register with the Town Manager to hunt on Town owned property. 
 
3. Hunters must carry written permission from individual property owners to hunt. 
 
4. Agreement must be made between the participant and landowner in reference to 


field dress. 
 
5. No person shall discharge a bow within 100 yards of any dwelling, building, 


street, sidewalk, alley, roadway, public land or public place within Town limits. 
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6. No person shall discharge a bow from, over or across any street, sidewalk, alley, 
roadway, or public land or public place within Town limits or toward any building 
or dwelling in such a manner that an arrow may strike it. 


 
7. Except for target shooting, archery equipment can only be discharged from an 


elevated stand with a minimum height of 12 (twelve) feet. 
 
8. Hunters must dispose of deer carcasses appropriately. Carcasses should be double 


bagged and taken to the local landfills. 
 
9. No person shall hunt deer within the Town by use of dog or dogs. 
 
10. Urban Archery Season is restricted to hunting antlerless deer only. 
 
11. Hunters must abide by all applicable sections of the Virginia State Code and 


Virginia Hunting Regulations (including bag limits and tagging/checking 
requirements). 
 


D. Discharge of a bow in conjunction with deer hunting or an indoor or outdoor shooting 
range must be conducted with reasonable care to prevent a projectile from crossing 
the bounds of the property. "Reasonable care" in terms of deer hunting or an outdoor 
shooting range means that the bow is being discharged so that the projectile will be 
contained on the property by a backstop, earthen embankment, or fence.  "Reasonable 
care" in terms of the operation of an indoor shooting range means that the bow is 
being discharged so that the projectile(s) will be contained in the building housing the 
indoor shooting range.  The discharge of a bow causing projectile(s) to cross over the 
bounds of the property for deer hunting or an outdoor shooting range or the discharge 
of a firearm causing the projectile(s) to exit outside of the building for an indoor 
shooting range shall create the rebuttable presumption that the use of the firearm was 
not conducted with reasonable care. 


 
E. Minors may use such implements only under the following conditions: 


 
1.  Minors under the age of 16 must be supervised by a parent, guardian, or other 


adult supervisor approved by a parent or guardian and shall be responsible for 
obeying all laws, regulations, and restrictions governing the use thereof. 
 


2. Minors 16-18 years of age must have the written or verbal consent of a parent 
or guardian and shall be responsible for obeying all laws, regulations and 
restrictions governing the use thereof. 


  
 
 This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption.  If any part of this 
ordinance is deemed unlawful by a court of competent jurisdiction all remaining parts 
shall be deemed valid. Ordinances or parts of any ordinances of the Town whose 
provisions are in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 
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Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the foregoing ordinance at a regular 
meeting of the Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia held December 20, 2011, 
the members of the Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia present throughout 
all deliberations on the foregoing and voting or abstaining, stood as indicated opposite 
their names as follows: 


 


    Aye  Nay  Abstain  Absent 
 


Mayor Richard G. Ballengee* 
 


D. Michael Barber     
 


Cord Hall      
 


Steve Huppert      
 


Henry Showalter     
 


Bradford J. Stipes     
 


James W. “Jim” Vanhoozier    
 


*Votes only in the event of a tie vote by Council. 
 


 
SEAL: 
 
 
__________________________   ______________________________ 
Michele M. Stipes, Town Clerk   Richard G. Ballengee, Mayor 
 








Resolution of the Town Council of Christiansburg, Virginia 
Accepting the Christiansburg Planning Commission 


Leave of Absence Policy  
 
 
 WHEREAS the Town Council of Christiansburg, Virginia has studied acceptance of a leave of 
absence policy for the Planning Commission to be included in the Planning Commission By-laws as 
recommended by the Planning Commission at  their December 12, 2011 meeting; and, 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council deems it appropriate to do so; and, 
 
 THEREFORE be it resolved that the Christiansburg Town Council accepts the Christiansburg 
Planning Commission Leave of Absence Policy as presented in the Planning Commission By-laws. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the foregoing resolution on a motion by ____________ 
seconded by ____________ at a regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia 
held December 20, 2011, the members of the Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia present 
throughout all deliberations on the foregoing and voting or abstaining, stood as indicated opposite their 
names as follows: 
 


  Aye  Nay Abstain Absent 
 


Mayor Richard G. Ballengee*                
 


D. Michael Barber   
 


Cord Hall     
 


Steve Huppert     
 


Henry Showalter     
 


Bradford J. Stipes     
 


James W. Vanhoozier     
 


*Mayor votes only in the event of a tie vote by Council. 







  
 


 


 
 
                                                              
Richard G. Ballengee, Mayor 
 
 
A True Copy Test: 
 
 
                                                              
Michele M. Stipes, Clerk of Council 
 








Resolution of the  
 Town of Christiansburg 
 Planning Commission 
 
 Separate public hearing fees 
 
 WHEREAS the Christiansburg Planning Commission has studied the increase of public hearing 
fees in conjunction with the Town’s move to separate public hearings of Town Council and the Planning 
Commission, and 
 
 WHEREAS the Christiansburg Planning Commission has found the need to increase fees in 
conjunction with the Town’s move to separate public hearings, 
 
 THEREFORE be it resolved that the Christiansburg Planning Commission recommends that 
Town Council reestablish the fees for separate public hearings as follows: 
 


Properties of less than 5 acres – $500.00 
 


Properties of 5 – 20 acres – $750.00 
 


Properties greater than 20 acres – $1,000.00 
 


Plus an additional $6.00 per letter for requests with 50 or more adjoining owners. 
 
Dated this the 12th day of December 2011. 
       __________________________________ 
       Craig Moore, Chairperson 
       Christiansburg Planning Commission 
 


The above Resolution was adopted on motion by Vanhoozier seconded by Dorsett at a meeting of the 
Planning Commission following discussion on the above following a joint public hearing held on 
December 6, 2011.  Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the foregoing resolution, the Commission 
members present throughout all deliberations on the foregoing and voting or abstaining, stood as 
indicated opposite their names as follows: 
 


 MEMBERS AYES NAYS ABSTAIN           ABSENT 
 


 Barry Akers  X 
 


 Mark M. Caldwell, III    X   


 Ann H. Carter  X   


 M. H. Dorsett, AICP    X 
 


 Craig Moore, Chairperson    X 
 


 Joe Powers, Vice-Chairperson    X 
 


 Jennifer D. Sowers    X   


 James Vanhoozier    X 
 
 


____________________________     ____________________________ 
Craig Moore, Chairperson                Randy Wingfield, Secretary Non-voting 








There will be a resolution of support for the NRV Hazard Mitigation Plan on the January 3, 2012 meeting 


agenda.  Please review the information below. 


The link to the plan overview is:   


http://www.nrvpdc.org/HazardMitigation/HazardMitigationPlanning.html 


Click on the link on the right side of the web page to see the draft plan. 


 





