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Christiansburg Planning Commission
Minutes of April 8, 2013

Present: Ann H. Carter
Harry Collins
M. H. Dorsett, AICP
Jonathan Hedrick
Steve Huppert
Craig Moore, Chairperson
Ashley Parsons
Joe Powers, Vice-Chairperson
Jennifer D. Sowers _
Nichole Hair, Secretary N°"Votnd

Absent: David Franusich

Staff/Visitors: Kali Casper, staff
Missy Martin, staff
John Neel, Gay and Neel, Inc.
Cliff Dowdy

Chairperson Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Christiansburg Town
Hall at 100 E. Main Street, Christiansburg, Virginia to discuss the following items:

Public Comment.

Chairperson Moore opened the floor for public comment. Mr. John Neel addressed
the Planning Commission, presenting a proffer statement for the rezoning at 115
Farmview Road, N.W. Mr. Neel detailed the proffer statement indicating a
substantial vegetative buffer exists on the mobile home property. Mr. Neel stated a
20 foot buffer yard would be maintained on the Moose Lodge property as long as the
mobile home park exists. Mr. Neel stated the second proffer addresses any future
plantings. Mr. Neel added as long as there is a vegetative buffer located on the
mobile home park property, there will not be any additional plantings on the Moose
Lodge property. Mr. Neel stated if the vegetative screening no longer exists on the
mobile home park property at the time of development at 115 Farmview Road, white
pine trees would be planted. Mr. Neel stated the third proffer restricts access from
the mobile home park property as long as the mobile home park exists. Mr. Neel
added if the mobile home park is developed into another use, connection between
the properties may be considered. Commissioner Sowers arrived at the meeting at
7:07 p.m.

Chairperson Moore closed the public comment period.
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Approval of meeting minutes for March 25, 2013.

Chairperson Moore introduced the discussion. Commissioner Dorsett made a
motion to approve the March 25, 2013 Planning Commission meeting minutes.
Commissioner Carter seconded the motion which passed 9-0 with Commissioner
Hedrick abstaining.

Planning Commission discussion _on _Council’'s intention to adopt an ordinance
amending Chapter 30 “Zoning” of the Christiansburg Town Code in regards to sidewalk
requirements in_the B-1 Limited Business, B-2 Central Business, and B-3 General
Business Districts. The public hearing was held March 25, 2013.

Chairperson Moore opened the public hearing. Ms. Hair stated the amendment
applies to the B-1 and B-3 districts. Ms. Hair detailed the changes indicating the
addition of a trail option for properties. Ms. Hair added where sidewalks do exist on
either side, sidewalks would be required for connectivity.

Commissioner Hedrick made a motion to recommend approval to Town Council.
Commissioner Collins seconded the motion which passed 10-0.

Planning Commission discussion on_Council’'s intention to adopt an ordinance in
regards to a rezoning request by Loyal Order of Moose, Inc. for property located at 115
Farmview Road, N.W. (tax parcels 466-((1))-60A-64A and 436-((2))-65a-67A) from 1-2
General Industrial to B-3 General Business. The public hearing was held March 25,
2013.

Chairperson Moore opened the discussion. Ms. Hair indicated a plat of Apple Acres
and a deed for the Moose Lodge property were included in the Planning
Commission packet for information purposes. Chairperson Moore read the three
proffers provided by the applicant:

1. A 20’ buffer yard will be provided along the Eastern boundary with the
adjacent mobile home park as long as the mobile home park exists.
Commercial development of the mobile home park would void the 20" buffer
yard.

2. If, at the time of development of the property, the existing vegetative screen
on the mobile home park is still in place, no additional plantings will be
required. However, if the existing screening has been removed, the
developer shall plant white pines with a 2” minimum caliper at 20’ center to
center spacing.

3. Access to the parcel will not be from the adjacent private mobile home park
road as long as the adjacent property is mobile home park use. Should the
mobile home park ever be redeveloped, cross access may be provided via a
public street connection to the mobile home park property provided the
subject parcel has not been fully developed.
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Planning Commission discussion on Council’'s intention to adopt an ordinance in
regards to a rezoning request by Loyal Order of Moose, Inc. for property located at 115
Farmview Road, N.W. (tax parcels 466-((1))-60A-64A and 436-((2))-65a-67A) from 1-2
General Industrial to B-3 General Business. The public hearing was held March 25,
2013 — (conitued).

Commissioner Dorsett inquired about stormwater management. Mr. Neel indicated
existing stormwater ponds located in the Spradlin Farms shopping center will handle
the stormwater. Mr. Neel added the developer will be responsible for the water
guantity on the property.

Commissioner Dorsett made a motion to recommend approval to Town Council with
proffers. Commissioner Dorsett rescinded her motion for further discussion by the
Commission.

Commissioner Collins expressed concerns over the developer not being local and
not having a plan for developing the property. Mr. CIliff Dowdy indicated the
applicant has two daughters attending Virginia Tech and he is also a graduate of
Virginia Tech, so he does have ties to the community.

Commissioner Huppert inquired if the Moose is still using the building. Mr. Dowdy
stated there is the option for the Moose to remain on the property and they are
currently operating at that location.

Commissioner Dorsett made a motion to recommend approval to Town Council with
proffers. Commissioner Sowers seconded the motion which passed 10-0.

Commissioner Carter inquired if there is a contract with the Moose to use building.

Mr. Dowdy indicated there is a valid contract for the Moose to use the building during
this due diligence period.

Work Session — Comprehensive Plan

Chairperson Moore opened the discussion.

Commissioner Parsons moved that the Planning Commission go into work session.
Commissioner Dorsett seconded the motion which passed 10-0.

The work session on the Environment and Parks & Recreation/Aquatics chapters of
the Comprehensive Plan was held.

Commissioner Carter moved that the Planning Commission close the work session.
Commissioner Dorsett seconded the motion which passed 10-0.
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Other Business

Chairperson Moore indicated the Other Business portion of the meeting is limited to
updates and other information relevant to the Planning Commission, but not for new
business or discussion of items. Chairperson Moore requested Planning
Commissioners wishing to discuss business during the meetings contact Planning
Department staff to be added to the agenda.

Commissioner Huppert stated the Town Council will be holding a budget work
session tomorrow evening at 6:30 p.m. and invited the Planning Commission to
attend.

Commissioner Powers indicated the Development Subcommittee will be meeting at
9:30 a.m. on April 24™.

There being no more business Chairperson Moore adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.

Craig Moore, Chairperson Nichole Hair, Secretary "o"Vo'™9





Resolution of the
Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission

Rezoning Request

WHEREAS the Christiansburg Planning Commission, acting upon a rezoning request by Loyal
Order of the Moose, Inc. for property at 115 Farmview Road, N.W. (tax parcels 466 — ((1)) — 60A-64A
and 436 — ((2)) — 65A-67A) from I-2 General Industrial to B-3 General Business has found following a
duly advertised Public Hearing that the public necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning

practices (permit / do-not-permit) changing the zoning of the property.

THEREFORE be it resolved that the Christiansburg Planning Commission {(recommends / does
not-reeommend) that the Christiansburg Town Council rezone property at 115 Farmview Road, N.W.
(tax parcels 466 — ((1)) — 60A-64A and 436 — ((2)) — 65A-67A) from I-2 General Industrial to B-3
General Business with proffers.

Dated this 8th day of April 2013, (‘\ % W
L/\ V\./

Cra\lg Mcgre, Chairf)erson
Christiansburg Planning Commission

The above Resolution was adopted on motion by Carter seconded by Powers at a meeting of the Planning
Commission following the posting of a public hearing notice upon the property and a duly advertised
public hearing on the above request on March 25, 2013. Upon a call for an aye and nay vote on the
foregoing resolution, the Commission members throughout all deliberations on the foregoing and voting or
abstaining, stood as indicated opposite their names as follows:

MEMBERS AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT
Matthew J. Beasley X

Ann H. Carter X

Harry Collins X

M. H. Dorsett, AICP X

David Franusich X
Jonathan Hedrick X

Steve Huppert

Craig Moore, Chairperson
Ashley Parsons

Joe Powers, Vice-Chairperson

PR

Jennifer D. Sowers

Craig Mé}re, ¢hairperson Nichole Hair, Secretary No"°ine







CUP Form 08/01/2010

TOWN OF CHRISTIANSBURG
100 East Main Street
Christiansburg, VA 24073
Phone (540) 382-6120  Fax (540) 381-7238

Conditional Use Permit Application

Landowner: \jﬂ&ﬂ/ Z?ﬂﬂ A Agent: _! '\A\}ic\ L RQ.{\‘L / LQ'SL EJ MQ-TM‘“\&

Address: Z/'iﬂké/ /}ﬂffé/é s f , Address: _]cﬁ SGL\\L\ \& \\ &‘f
/%/5'7/7%55%’/", i AYOE Q\\a\sxnow\s\"\\.w@ QA LS

Phone: 240 ~ 750 ~e 2/ Phone: SL\D"QS_ 7 ~Obll

I am requesting a Conditional Use Permit to allow | s iu>tna RL.L'\{ ene S
-

on my property that is zoning classification T-2 under Chapter 30: Zoning of the
Christiansburg Town Code.

My proprty s located at__ O2 O ek Sy exr, %(/jﬁ/zawzwzﬁ A
Tax Parcel(s): L% - CU-G)S"‘ 3 Suke O

N
Ay .
C/\P a}w Fcc:ﬁ)\goo. OO

I certify that the information supplied on this application and any attachments is accurate and true to
the best of my knowledge. I understand that Conditions may be placed on my property in regards to

the above mentioned use/activity. I also understand that the Condltlonal Use Permit may be revoked
and/or additional Conditional Use Permits requ1red /q}r;étlons regarding conformity arise.

Signature of Landowner(s): j // //}//// Date: / 2 & /2()/3
_ L ‘o // g ?»ov\b Date: 3%% /0'70/3

Date:

This request was approved / disapproved by a vote of the Christiansburg Town Council on

. Any Conditions attached shall be considered requirements of the above request.

Town Manager Date





ESTABLISHED
NOVEMBER 10, 1792

INCORPORATED
JANUARY 7, 1833

MAYOR
RICHARD G. BALLENGEE

COUNCIL MEMBERS
D. MICHAEL BARBER
R. CORD HALL
STEVE HUPPERT
HENRY SHOWALTER
BRADFORD J. “BRAD” STIPES
JAMES W. “JIM” VANHOOZIER

TOWN MANAGER
BARRY D. HELMS

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE/
TOWN TREASURER
VALERIE L. TWEEDIE

CLERK OF COUNCIL
MICHELE M. STIPES

TOWN ATTORNEY
GUYNN, MEMMER &
DILLON, P.C.

Town of Cﬁm}'ﬁanyémfja, Virginia 24073

100 East Main Street ~ Telephone 540-382-6128 ~ Engineering Fax 540-381-7238

Town of Christiansburg
Planning Staff Report

Planning Commission Public Hearing Date: Monday, April 22, 2013 at 7:00 p.m.
Town Council Public Hearing Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at 7:30 p.m.
Application Type: Conditional Use Permit Request

Applicant: David L. Reno (agent for property owner Shan Carroll)

Location: 820 Park Street N.E. (tax parcel 498 — ((6)) — 1-3)

The Town of Christiansburg has received a Conditional Use Permit request by David L.
Reno (agent for property owner Shan Carroll) for a towing service at 820 Park Street
N.E. (tax parcel 498 — ((6)) — 1-3) in the 1-2 General Industrial District. The property
contains approximately 1.47 acres. The property is scheduled as Industrial and
Residential in the Future Land Use Map of the Christiansburg Comprehensive Plan.

The property does not lie within the 100-Year and 500-Year Flood Hazard Areas. The
property does not lie within a Historic District. The adjoining properties are zoned B-3
General Business and 1-2 General Industrial. The adjoining properties contain
residences, businesses, and industrial uses.





CUP REQUEST: 820 PARK STREET NE
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CUP: 820 Park Street NE

Tax Map #

498-
498-
498-
498-
498-
498-
498-
498-
528-
498-

Owner(s)

CURTIS WILLIAM C

CANTRELL L MICHAEL

CARROLL SHAN C

CARROLL SHAN C

CARROLL SHAN C

HAMBRICK PHILLIP M

DAVIS DENNIS DEAN JR

NORTH FORK EAST STREET LLC
EAST PARK VILLAGE LLC
ENVIROSEALED PROPERTIES LLC

CURTIS ELEANOR R
CANTRELL BRENDA JEAN

HAMBRICK DONNA F ETAL

Mailing Address

P O BOX 2145

P O BOX 2249

820J PARK ST

820J PARK ST

820J PARK ST

1756 LIONS DR

1211 VALLEY VIEW DR
240 BRILLIANT DR

P O BOX 2533

P O BOX 59

City,St,Zip

CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24068
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24068
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073 1299
PEARISBURG VA 24134 1353
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24073
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24068
CHRISTIANSBURG VA 24068





		820 Park Street NE - 2013 - report.pdf

		820 Park Street NE - 2013 - small aerial map

		820 Park Street NE - 2013 - small map

		820 Park Street NE - 2013 - adjoining addresses




Resolution of the
Town of Christiansburg
Planning Commission

Conditional Use Permit Application

WHEREAS the Christiansburg Planning Commission, acting upon a request by the Christiansburg

Town Council to study a request made by David L. Reno (acting as agent for property owner Shan
Carroll) for a towing service at 820 Park Street, N.E. (tax parcels 498 — ((6)) — 1-3) in the 1-2 General
Industrial District, has found following a duly advertised Joint Public Hearing with Council that the public
necessity, convenience, general welfare and good zoning practices (permit / do not permit) the issuance of
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to David L. Reno (acting as agent for property owner Shan Carroll) for a
towing service at 820 Park Street, N.E. (tax parcels 498 — ((6)) — 1-3) in the 1-2 General Industrial
District.

THEREFORE be it resolved that the Christiansburg Planning Commission (recommends / does not

recommend) that the Christiansburg Town Council approve the Conditional Use Permit with the following

conditions:

1. The property is to be maintained in a clean, sanitary, and sightly manner.

2. This permit is for a towing service, not a commercial garage or body shop or for conducting
bodywork.

3. All parts, including faulty parts, tires, etc. are to be kept inside the garage or a fully enclosed
building (including a roof) until disposal.

4. All waste petroleum products and/or chemicals are to be disposed of properly and are not to
accumulate upon the premises. Provisions are to be made for the capture of leaking petroleum
products and/or chemicals.

5. There will be no storage of vehicles upon the premises except for vehicles left for temporary storage.
All vehicles are to be kept on-premises and not within any public right-of-way or adjacent property.
Any towed vehicles are to remain on-premises no longer than six months.

6. Mechanical work is not to be performed on-site.

7. There are to be no loud offensive noises so as to constitute a nuisance to the residential properties in
the vicinity.

8. There are to be no discernible noises to residential properties in the nearby vicinity between 7:00
p.m. and 7:00 a.m.

9. This permit shall be revocable for violations of Chapter 3 “Advertising” of the Christiansburg Town

Code occurring on the property.

10. All towed vehicles are to be screened from adjoining properties and rights-of-way.
11. This permit shall be subject to review by the Planning Commission in six months.
12. This permit shall be valid for the present applicant only and is non-transferrable.

Dated this the day of 2013.

Craig Moore, Chairperson
Christiansburg Planning Commission
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The above Resolution was adopted on motion by seconded by at a meeting of the
Planning Commission following the posting of a public hearing notice upon the property and a duly
advertised Joint Public Hearing on the above request on April 22, 2013. Upon a call for an aye and nay vote
on the foregoing resolution, the Commission members present throughout all deliberations on the foregoing
and voting or abstaining, stood as indicated opposite their names as follows:

MEMBERS AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT
Matthew J. Beasley

Ann H. Carter

Harry Collins

M. H. Dorsett, AICP

David Franusich

Jonathan Hedrick

Steve Huppert

Craig Moore, Chairperson
Ashley Parsons

Joe Powers, Vice-Chairperson
Jennifer D. Sowers

Craig Moore, Chairperson Nichole Hair, Secretary """






Community & Economic Development

Christiansburg recognizes the fundamental connection between economic development in the
community and quality of life. New commercial and industrial development, redevelopment,
tourism, regional cooperation and partnerships, and workforce development are all vital to
maintain service provision and improve the community. Economic development increases the
tax base which allows for enhanced service provision and a high standard of living.
Christiansburg’s economy is closely linked with the surrounding New River Valley through
cross-employment and cross-residency. Christiansburg must implement a sustainable economic
development plan that values diverse economic sources.

According to the Virginia Employment Commission (VEC), the largest employers in
Christiansburg include diverse fields such as government, service, retail, and industrial. This
range suggests the Town is relatively insulated from economic dips within specific industry
types. Specific goals and strategies which address regional cooperation and partnerships, the
downtowns, the regional business centers, commercial development, industrial development,
tourism, and workforce development emphasize the importance of maintaining and cultivating
this diverse economic base.

While economic development builds physical wealth, community development focuses on
enhancing the social and cultural wealth of the community. The development and eventual
realization of collective community goals is fundamental to this enrichment process. While
outcomes from this process are often immeasurable, successful community development
enhances the community identity and establishes a distinct sense of place. In order to create
more measurable outcomes, Town Council established the Vision 2020 which reflects the
Town’s desired identity.

Primary Community & Economic Development Goal

Develop a viable economic development approach that provides diverse and sustainable
employment opportunities; maintains the Town’s revenue base; and improves quality of life for
all Town residents. Enhance the identity of the Town through historic preservation, aesthetic and
visual continuity, and strong neighborhoods.

Regional Cooperation and Partnerships

The Montgomery County Department of Economic Development, housed at the Montgomery
County Government Center, is the primary contact for economic development for all of
Montgomery County. The Economic Development Department's mission is to improve the
quality of life throughout Montgomery County by encouraging positive economic growth that
creates meaningful career opportunities for county residents, expands the commercial tax base to
support the delivery of vital public services and protects our enviable quality of life. This
department markets the Falling Branch Corporate Park within Town limits.

The Montgomery County Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber), located at 1520 North
Franklin Street, serves Blacksburg, Christiansburg, and Montgomery County. The Chamber has
over 600 members and is responsible for the promotion of the service area and members to
prospective and existing businesses, visitors, and residents. The Chamber exists to promote and

Community & Economic Development - 1





develop a positive environment for the operation and growth of business in Montgomery County
and the New River Valley.

The New River Valley Economic Development Alliance (EDA) is a private-public partnership
created to strengthen the economy of the New River Valley by recruiting new businesses to the
region. The EDA’s mission is to market the New River Valley, to foster job creation, to
facilitate new investment, and to nurture and improve quality of life in the Valley.

The New River Valley Development Corporation (NRVDC), located at the New River Valley
Business Center, is comprised of representatives from the Counties of Floyd, Giles,
Montgomery, and Pulaski, the Towns of Blacksburg, Christiansburg, and Pulaski, and the City of
Radford. The NRVDC exists to grow businesses and jobs through the provision of business
assistance. The NRVDC provides incubator and multi-tenant facilities at the New River Valley
Business Center, financial assistance through management of the New River Valley Revolving
Loan Fund, and information and referral services. The New River Valley Business Center is a
54,000 square foot incubator and regional office facility that offers tenants shared meeting
spaces, shipping and receiving, and photocopying and faxing services.

Virginia’s First Regional Industrial Facility Authority (VFRIFA), comprised of 13 jurisdictions
including Christiansburg, exists to enhance the economic base for the members by developing,
owning and operating one or more facilities on a cooperative basis. VFRIFA is currently
pursuing the development of the approximately 1,000-acre New River Valley Commerce Park
adjacent to the New River Valley Airport.

Christiansburg also has representatives on the Montgomery Regional Economic Development
Corporation (MREDC) which acts in an advisory capacity to encourage existing business and
industry to expand and solicit new business and industry for the County. MREDC’s goals are to
increase jobs and payrolls, decrease taxes, and increase the standard of living for residents.

The Montgomery-Blacksburg-Christiansburg (MBC) Development Corporation is certified by
the State Corporation Commission as a not-for-profit community development corporation. The
MBC exists to enhance and broaden the employment base in Montgomery County by providing
small business with low interest loans not available from conventional sources. The MBC seeks
to fund small business needs where a financial supplement may be needed to bridge the gap
between private investment and traditional borrowing and where capital for a project is required
to facilitate the participation of others.

The Tourism Council is a joint cooperative between Blacksburg, Christiansburg, and
Montgomery County.

Regional Cooperation and Partnerships Goal
Support regional cooperation and economic development partnerships as essential to achieving a
diversified regional economy that will be sustainable for the long term.
Implementation Strategies
e Continue to participate in regional economic development activities including the
Chamber, EDA, NRVDC, VFRIFA, MREDC, MBC, and Tourism Council.
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e Continue to participate in other regional partnerships that shape future economic
development including the New River Valley Airport Commission, Virginia Tech-
Montgomery Regional Airport Authority, Blacksburg-Christiansburg-VPI Water
Authority, and the Montgomery Regional Solid Waste Authority.

e Recognize the need to address large regional opportunities and challenges on a
regional basis.

Downtowns

Christiansburg is unique in that it contains two separate downtown areas influenced by the
historic centers of Christiansburg and Cambria. These downtown areas are characterized by
traditional development patterns with reduced setbacks, pedestrian scale and orientation, and
mixed use structures. Both downtowns also include local, state, and national historic districts
which can aid in funding revitalization efforts. The downtown centers can support mixed land
uses including employment providers, retail and entertainment opportunities, public activity
spaces, and residential options to provide 24 hour footprints.

Downtowns Goal
Promote Live/Work/Play/Shop downtowns focused on the historic centers of Christiansburg and
Cambria.
Implementation Strategies
e Support renovation and adaptive reuse of historic buildings within the downtowns.
0 When appropriate, provide flexibility in Town Codes within the historic
centers.
e Support pedestrian accessibility between downtown destinations with parking to be
provided primarily around the periphery of the downtown.
0 When appropriate, provide flexibility in Town Codes for parking within the
downtowns.
o Discourage the demolition of historic buildings for new parking lots.
e Study the expansion of established streetscape practices and designs (e.g. signage,
landscaping, lighting, etc.) beyond Franklin and Main Streets.
e Encourage upper floor housing within the downtowns as a means of increasing night-
time activity within the historic centers.
e Support special events, such as Wilderness Trail Festival, that showcase the historic
downtowns and contribute to the overall quality of life.

Commercial and Industrial Development

Commercial development in Christiansburg includes a regional retail hub surrounding the
Peppers Ferry Road/North Franklin Street intersection and a regional automotive center along
eastern Roanoke Street. In addition to these regional business centers, commercial development
is located along the North Franklin Street corridor, Roanoke Street corridor, Radford Street
corridor, and in the two downtown areas. Maintaining the regional commercial hubs and
focusing on redevelopment of existing underutilized commercial property is a priority for
economic development in Christiansburg.

Industrial development in Christiansburg is concentrated in two industrial parks within Town.
Additional large-scale industrial sites pocketed throughout the Town include Chandler Concrete,
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Corning, and Hubbell Lighting with smaller sites located along Scattergood Drive NW and at the
Roanoke Street/Depot Street NE intersection. The Town developed the 109-acre Christiansburg
Industrial Park, located less than a mile from Interstate 81. With the exception of two
stormwater management parcels owned by the Town, all lots within the park have been sold for
industrial development. The Industrial Development Authority of Montgomery County
developed the 175-acre Falling Branch Corporate Park, located off Parkway Drive SE within
Town limits. The park is served by Town water and sewer and is adjacent to Interstate 81. Lots
of varying sizes are currently available for development within the park. Additional industrial
and business parks serving the area include the Blacksburg Industrial Park, Elliston-Lafayette
Industrial Park, New River Valley Commerce Park, and the Virginia Tech Corporate Research
Center.

Commercial Development Goal

Promote both the development of commercial centers as opposed to strip development and the
redevelopment of aging and underperforming shopping centers and strip commercial areas into
mixed use developments. Support two regionally scaled business centers within the Town: the
regional retail center and the regional automotive center.

Implementation Strategies

e Diversify the Town tax base and create a positive, welcoming image of the Town
through the commercial development within the regional business hubs.

e Facilitate multi-modal connections (vehicular, transit and pedestrian) of commercial
areas within the regional retail area.

e Create a visually appealing gateway business center along East Roanoke Street that
draws both local customers and those from the larger region and beyond.

e Support the clustering of commercial centers and residential centers along major
highways.

o Prevent the development of adjacent conflicting land uses and reduce visual
clutter.

e Provide incentives to encourage the redevelopment of older shopping centers and
strip commercial areas into more intensive, mixed use developments.

e Provide incentives to encourage new mixed use developments that effectively
combine housing, office, retail, dining and entertainment uses and reduce vehicular
traffic.

o Create equivalent incentives for new businesses to start and existing businesses to
expand.

Industrial Development Goal
Continue the development of industrial parks in close proximity to Interstate-81 interchanges in
order to accommodate major new employers.
Implementation Strategies
e Support expansion of the Falling Branch Industrial Park and the Parkway Drive
Extension to connect existing Parkway Drive to South Franklin Street.

Tourism

Tourism is a key element in the regional economy. According to The Economic Impact of
Domestic Travel on Virginia Counties 2011 published by the Virginia Tourism Corporation,

Community & Economic Development - 4





domestic travel generated over $121 million in expenditures, over $22 million in payroll, and
1,090 jobs in Montgomery County in 2011. This created over $5 million in state tax receipts and
$2 million in local tax receipts. Fixed attractions in Christiansburg and the region include
historic resources, regional retail opportunities, and natural resources. In addition, dynamic
events throughout the region, in the form of recreational tournaments, university events, and
festivals, attract countless visitors. Christiansburg provides retail shopping and entertainment,
hospitality, and food service for tourists. A sizable number of eating and lodging establishments
are available in Town due to its central location in the New River Valley and its proximity to
Interstate-81.

Events and Attractions

Since its inception in 1973, the annual Wilderness Trail Festival, hosted by the Kiwanis Club of
Christiansburg, celebrates the Town’s pioneer heritage and features live music, craft sales, food
vendors, informational booths, and a classic car show. The Montgomery Museum and Lewis
Miller Regional Art Center sponsors Heritage Day featuring music, food, and activities at their
downtown location. The Museum also holds several art and history exhibits and events
throughout the year. Downtown Cambria hosts the Depot Day Festival celebrating Cambria’s
railroad heritage with live music, food, and activities. ‘Round the Mountain: Southwest
Virginia’s Artisan Network is a non-profit organization created to promote sustainable economic
development of the region’s communities by assisting local artisans with marketing, education,
and entrepreneurial opportunities. The organization has developed 15 Artisan Trails and partners
with the Southwest Virginia Cultural Heritage Commission, Heartwood (Southwest Virginia’s
Artisan Gateway), and the Crooked Road (Virginia’s Heritage Music Trail).

The Town hosts numerous events including several parades and an Independence Day
celebration. The Aquatics Department coordinates a number of competitive events on the local,
state, and national level at the Christiansburg Aquatic Center. The Parks and Recreation
Department also hosts various local, state, and national baseball and softball tournaments at the
Harkrader Sports Complex.

Tourism Goal
Support tourism as an economic development opportunity that generates tax revenues through
visitor expenditures without heavy demands on Town’s services.
Implementation Strategies
e Utilize designated meals tax revenues to fund tourism initiatives.
e Develop tourism initiatives directed at out-of-town visitors to the Aquatic Center and
the Harkrader Sports Complex.
Continue to utilize wayfinding signs where appropriate to increase tourism.
e Continue to attract local, state, and national athletic and aquatic events to the
community to further develop tourism and increase economic impact. See Parks and

Recreation/Aquatics chapter.

Workforce Development

Workforce development is a critical component of economic development in Christiansburg.
Workforce development helps keep young adults in the community, strengthens existing
businesses, attracts new businesses, and improves the standard of living through increased skilled
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jobs. Employers need workforce development to stay competitive in a changing market, retain
workers, increase productivity, and attractive prospective employees. Workers need workforce
development to improve their skills, ensure long-term employability, and increase their standard
of living.

The New River/Mount Rogers Workforce Investment Board (NRV/MR WIB) serves Bland,
Carroll, Floyd, Giles, Grayson, Montgomery, Pulaski, Smythe, Wythe, and Washington Counties
and the Cities of Bristol, Galax, and Radford. The NRV/MR WIB strives to increase the
employment, retention, earnings and occupational skill attainment of participants. The NRV/MR
WIB seeks to improve the quality of the workforce, reduce welfare dependency, and enhance the
productivity and competitiveness of the local area.

Montgomery County Public Schools, New River Community College, Radford University, and
Virginia Tech and private organizations provide Christiansburg employers and workers with
continuing education opportunities and workforce development programs.

Workforce Development Goal
Support the development of a local labor force that can succeed in the global market place.
Support the development of local businesses that can succeed in the global market place.
Implementation Strategies
e Support education and training programs offered by MCPS, NRCC, Radford
University, Virginia Tech and private providers that meet the needs of
Christiansburg’s employers and enhance the skills of local employees.

Historic Preservation

Christiansburg was named in honor of Colonel William Christian, an early settler of the region,
brother-in-law of Patrick Henry, one of the first justices of Fincastle County (which Montgomery
County formed from), and a member of the Virginia Legislature. Originally a concentration of
taverns and rest stops along the Great Wilderness Road (U.S. Route 11 today), the original 1.1-
square mile Town was established on November 10, 1792 by the Virginia General Assembly and
later incorporated on January 7, 1833. The Town of Cambria was consolidated into
Christiansburg on December 31, 1965. For additional details on Christiansburg’s history, please
refer to the @pPeRdix! Some of the early buildings and sites from Christiansburg’s rich history
are preserved today. The following table identifies Christiansburg’s historic sites as listed on the
Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places.

Christiansburg Historic Sites

Common Name(s)/Site Description Original Original Current Use
DHR Inv. # Address Construction Use

060-5053 Prehistoric and Historic Resources in

Montgomery County
154-0001 East Main Street Historic District -- -- -- --
154-0001-05 The Oaks/Major W.L. Pierce house 311 E. Main Street 1889 house bed and breakfast
154-0003 Christiansburg Presbyterian Church 107 W. Main Street 1853 church church
154-0007 Phlegar Building (formerly T.F. 4 S. Franklin Street Early 19" c. offices Montgomery

Sullivan’s Law office in 1880) County

Magistrate office

154-0010 South Franklin Street Historic District -- -- -- --
154-0025 Barnes-Surface Motor Company 4 W. Main Street 1911 auto sales antique store
154-0027 Christiansburg U.S. Post Office 2 E. Main Street c. 1940 Post Office Post Office
154-0043 Surface house 515 High Street, NE 391 19"c.?  House house
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Common Name(s)/Site Description Original Original Current Use
DHR Inv. # Address Construction Use
154-0048 Cambria Historic District -- -- -- --
154-0048-01 (old) Christiansburg (Cambria) Depot 610, 630 Depot Street, 1868-70 Depot True Light
NE Photography,
offices, residence
154-5004 Hill School/(old) Christiansburg 570 High Street, NE / 1883-85/ school / community center
Industrial Institute / /
Schaeffer Memorial Baptist Church 580 High Street, NE 1885 (church)  church church
154-5008 Edgar A. Long Building 140 Scattergood Drive, 1927 School vacant (museum
(Christiansburg Industrial Institute — NwW planned)
second site)
154-5025 Christiansburg Downtown Historic - - - -

District

*Note: All entries are listed on both the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places.
Source: Virginia Department of Historic Resources.

Christiansburg has four historic districts and a number of additional historic structures
recognized by the Virginia Landmarks Register and the National Register of Historic Places.

Historic District Maps including structures

Historic Preservation Goal
Support, promote, and protect historic cultural resources within the community.

Implementation Strategies
Support and promote the adaptive reuse of historic structures while maintaining

historic character.

Support the expansion and protection of the historic and cultural resources in the
community to enhance the community identity and further develop tourism.

Protect local cemeteries.

Publicize and market the historic and cultural resources of the Town.

Community Character
Despite considerable development in recent years, Christiansburg is a diverse and unique place.
In order for the Town to fully embody its motto, “Progressive small town living at its best”,
Town Council developed nine tenets represented in the Vision 2020. Christiansburg will be:

everyone’s hometown
a retail, commerce, and tourist destination
a town of well-informed and effectively engaged citizens
a green community
a clean, healthy, safe place to live

a recreational, cultural, and entertainment mecca
a model for effective land use
a sound financial entity

e an interconnected community
In order to achieve these guiding principles, the community must recreate and strengthen
Christiansburg’s identity.

Community Character Goal
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Recreate and strengthen the community identity, improve aesthetics and visual continuity, and
reinforce neighborhood character.
Implementation Strategies

Improve Christiansburg’s gateways by creating a distinct streetscape.
Enhance the Town’s core areas and develop visual continuity with uniform
landscaping and streetscaping.
0 Reduce sign clutter with stricter enforcement of sign regulations.
o0 Expand and maintain the flower boxes within Town.
Create visual ties between neighborhoods that convey the Town brand and maintain
distinct neighborhood characteristics.
Work with residents and businesses to improve the overall aesthetics of the
community.
Preserve strengthen and reinforce the stability and diversity of neighborhoods to
improve residential quality in Town.
Ensure that new residential neighborhoods in Town are compatible and integrated
with the existing community character.
Create opportunities to assist new residents in learning about and connecting with the
community.
Support community building events and businesses.
0 Support the Christiansburg Farmers’ Market.
0 Encourage community gardens.
0 Encourage and support events by partnering with civic organizations.
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