
Declaration of Adoption 
National Incident Management System 

 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Town of Christiansburg Department of Emergency Services as 
follows: 
 
WHEREAS, at the request of the President, the Department of Homeland Security has developed 
the National Incident Management System (NIMS) for the purpose of unifying and coordinating 
all emergency responders’ efforts during disasters; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Department of Homeland Security has directed all Federal, State, Territorial, 
Tribal, and local entities involved in emergency response to adopt NIMS; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia has similarly endorsed NIMS by 
proclaiming it the official basis for management of incident response in Virginia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the NIMS will enable responders at all levels to work together more effectively and 
efficiently to manage domestic incidents no matter what the cause, size or complexity, including 
catastrophic acts of terrorism and natural disaster; and 
 
WHEREAS, Town of Christiansburg Department of Emergency Services currently uses the 
Incident Command System (ICS) as referred to in NIMS; and 
 
WHEREAS, Town of Christiansburg Department of Emergency Services recognizes the need for 
a single Incident Management System to be used by all local agencies and disciplines; 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Town of Christiansburg adopts the National Incident 
Management System.  That this system will be used at all incidents and drills, taught in all 
training courses, and reflected in all emergency mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery 
plans and programs. 
 
Adopted by the Christiansburg Town Council and effective on the date of adoption. 
 
________________________________ 
D. Michael Barber, Mayor 
Town of Christiansburg, VA 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Michele M. Stipes, Clerk of Council 
 
 
Adopted this ______ day of ________________, 2014. 
 



Consent to Director of Emergency Management’s 
 

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Christiansburg does hereby find: 
 

1. That due to a winter storm, Town of Christiansburg is facing dangerous conditions; 
 

2. That due to twenty-four inches of snow, conditions of extreme peril to life and property 
necessitates the proclamation of the existence of an emergency; 

 
3. The Director of Emergency Services has declared a local emergency. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY PROCLAIMED that the Town Council of the Town of 
Christiansburg consents to the declaration of emergency by the Director of Emergency Services 
and the emergency now exists throughout Town of Christiansburg; and 
 
IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that the Town of Christiansburg Emergency 
Operations Plan is now in effect. 
 
Upon a call for an aye or nay vote on the foregoing resolution at a regular meeting of the Town 
Council of the Town of Christiansburg, Virginia held February 25, 2014, members of Council 
stood as indicated opposite their names as follows: 
 
 

      AYE  NAY            ABSTAIN 
Samuel M. Bishop 
R. Cord Hall 
Steve Huppert 
Henry D. Showalter 
Bradford J. Stipes 
James W. Vanhoozier 
D. Michael Barber, Mayor* 
 
*Votes only in the event of a tie. 
 
 
________________________________  ______________________________ 
Michele M. Stipes, Clerk of Council   D. Michael Barber, Mayor 
 



















New River Valley Passenger Rail Committee 

December 13, 2013 

Meeting Minutes 

Members Present: Bill Aden, Diane Akers, Richard Alvarez, Mike Barber, Bruce Brown, Dan 

Brugh, Kevin Byrd, Joe Carpenter, Sandy Davis, Basil Edwards, Barry Helms, Larry Hincker, Jim 

Hurt, Ed Lawhorn, Craig Meadows, Wally Nelson, John Phillips, Ron Rordam, Ray Smoot, Kevin 

Sullivan, Marc Verniel, Charles Warren, John White, Joseph Yost 

I. Welcome and Introductions 

 

Ray Smoot and Wally Nelson welcomed the group and introductions were made. 

 

II. Purpose of Meeting and Committee 

 

The group agreed the purpose of the meeting and the ongoing work of the 

committee was to have a unified voice in support of the extension of passenger rail 

to the New River Valley. 

 

III. History and Background Information 

 

Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor service has greatly exceeded expectations.  The line is 

financially self- supporting and funding is in place to extend service to Roanoke in 

the next two to three years.  Secretary Drake’s advice is to view the expansion plans 

incrementally, with Roanoke first and New River Valley to follow at a later date.  The 

question is not about whether passenger rail can be expanded – it’s already 

happening – but about the need for funding.  Ms. Drake’s advice was to get it to 

Roanoke first and then to the NRV.  In the most recent Transportation Plan, future 

expansion to Bristol is shown for the first time. 

 

Dr. Charles Warren retired and living in Blacksburg, and former President of 

Lynchburg College, is our local representative to the Trans Dominion Express 

committee.  Per Charles, there are two ways of getting passenger rail service to the 

area: 

 extension of Amtrak service 

 dedicated state rail services, such as what’s available in North Carolina (not 

Amtrak) 



The Trans Dominion Express committee began in 1999, as a Lynchburg Chamber of 

Commerce initiative.  At that time, the Chamber was awarded a $10 million grant.  

The money was eventually used to develop the Lynchburg to Washington line.  Their 

initial goal was to enhance transportation to Bristol/Lynchburg/Richmond and 

Bristol/Lynchburg/Washington.  They continue to work on this initiative and are also 

now working with folks in Bristol to link to the Tennessee legislature to help fund a 

Chattanooga to Knoxville/ Knoxville to Bristol line.   On December 17th, the 

Tennessee legislature adopted a resolution in support of passenger rail. 

 

IV. Our Vision 

V. Need for Ongoing Support and Feedback 

 

Per Ray Smoot, in the mid 1960’s there were six passenger trains in each direction 

serving the New River Valley.  

 

For the expansion to the NRV, there are no eminent domain issues and Amtrak can 

turn a train around in Radford.  The obstacles are not as big as you might think. 

Will a station need to be built?  There are options in Christiansburg-Cambria and 

Radford, but no one has looked at the feasibility.  The station would need to be a 

local initiative/responsibility.  Should the group look at forming a rail station 

authority? 

It’s importation to be able to document ridership.  How do we document our travels 

to Lynchburg or Roanoke to catch the train?  Secretary Drake advised riders to use 

the SmartWay bus since the ticketing is tied into Amtrak’s ticketing service.  Can the 

Planning District Commission help document this?  We need to demonstrate riders 

are there and most importantly, need a voice of consensus from the NRV. 

Lynchburg received a grant with the help of Senator Wampler and took a trip to the 

Pacific Northwest to look at their commuter train service.  They found the key was a 

local emphasis.  We can probably document ridership on Amtrak by tracking zip 

codes.  There are a number Colleges/Universities along the Amtrak route (Dr. 

Warren will get early studies they used in Lynchburg.) 

Another reason for promoting passenger rail service is the I-81 capacity and safety 

concerns.   Could this be a project for university marketing students?   Courtney 

Boswell at Radford University may be able to have his students assist with a project. 



Lots of studies have been done, but none in the NRV.  Can we get State money for a 

study?  If not we still need to do it.  The group suggested that Kevin Byrd provide a 

cost estimate for a study.  Do we need involvement from Norfolk Southern?  It was 

the consensus of the group that maybe not yet, but certainly at a future date.    

Rex Hammond, President of the Lynchburg Chamber helped start their initiative.  He 

could meet with us to share his experiences.  Senator John Edwards is very 

supportive as well.  He had a conflict and couldn’t be here today.  A bipartisan 

approach will be very helpful. 

There are two other issues relating to the expansion of passenger rail to the NRV: 

 Scheduling - There would be an early morning departure from Roanoke and 

the NRV and it could be in the middle of the night at you get towards Bristol. 

 After a certain length, it may not be a regional train. 

 

VI. Next Steps 

What about a business model?  How will the train pay for itself?  What are the 

operational and capital needs? 

It was suggested that we get Rex Hammond to the next meeting.  Additionally, once 

the new Director of Rail and Public Transportation is known, members of this group 

should get a meeting with that person.   

The group will meet again around the first of February.    

 Invite Rex Hammond/ new director. 

 Get blueprint for North Carolina model and look at other success models 

 Get an estimate from Kevin Byrd for a study 
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